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TO HIS ORACE 
CHARLES, DUKE OF RICHMOND AND LENOX. 


. MY LORD, 


As there is ſcarce any vanity more general than that of || 


deſiring to be thought well received by the great, pardon 
me if | take the fhrit opportunity of boaſting the coun- 
tenance I have met with from one who is an honour to the 
high rank in which he is born. The Muſes, my Lord, 
and in need of ſuch protectors ; nor do I know under 
whole protection I can ſo properly introduce Moliere as 


that of your Grace, to whom he is as familiar i is Own” 


language as in ours. | | 

The pleaſure which I may be ſuppoſed to receive from 
an extraordinary ſucce ſs in {o difficult an undertaking muſt 
be indeed complete by your approbation; the perfect know - 
| ledge which your Grace is known to have of the manners, 


habits, and taſte, of that nation where this play was de- 


rived makes you the propereſt judge wherein I have ju- 
diciouſly kept up to or departed from the original. 
theatre hath declared loudly in favour of the Miler, and 
you, my Lord, are to decide what ſhare the tranſlator 
merits in the applauſe. * ” 


I ſhall grow tedious by entering into the uſual ſtyle 


of Dedications, for my pen cannot accompany my hears 


when l ſpeak of your Grace; and | am now wr tin, to the 


only perſon to whom ſuch a panegyrick would be dilpiea- 
ting; therefore [ ſhall beg leave to conclude with the 
higheſt on myſelf, by aifrinigg that it is my grearet} 
| ambition to be thought, _ Fo 
My Lor d, | 
your Grace's moſt oblidged, 
and moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
 Henky FISL DING. 
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PROLO'GU r. 
WRITTEN BY A FRIEND, 
To O Ieng the flighted Cemic Muſe has meurn'd, 


Ear face qui e alter'd and her art 6erturn'd; 
| That ferce of nature neu n: mtre ſhe ſee; 
With which ſe cvell her Johnſon new to pleaſe : | 
Ne character. ram nature n:xv ae trace, 

All jerve te empty berks of commen-place : 

Our m:deri Bards who tc aſſcmblies ray 

Frequent the Park, the viſit, er the play, No, 
Regard not what fools ds but what wits ſay. 

Juſt they retail each quibble to the Toon, 

That furely maſt admire what is its con. 

Thus Toitheut characters from nature g t, 

Without à meral or cvitheut a Plet, | 

A dull collectian of inſitid jches, . 

Some tele from converſatiin, ſome frem bake, 
Provided lerds and ladies give em cent, 

He call High Comed tem content, 

But te 3 with other fert of fare 

Tonight eur Author treats yu ith Mchiere ;, 

Moliere! who Nature's imngſt ſecrets bneev, 

W hoſe juſteſt pen like Kneller's pen.il dre 

In cho e. flrong ſcenes all characters are ſbecun, 

Nit by lo jeſts but act in: of their own. 

Haffy cur Engliſh bard, if your applauſe 

Grant be*as n:t injur'd the French authcr*s cauſe; 

Trem that alone ariſet all his Fear + 

He muſt be ſafe if he las ſav'd Molieve. | 
|  DRAMATIS PERSONA. 
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THE MIS ER. 


ACT I. 
| Scene, Lovegold's houſe. 
Enter LAET and RAMILIE. 
1 8 LAPPET. 

I'LL hear no more. Perfidious fellow ! have I for thee 
lighted ſo many good matches? have I for thee turn'd off 
| Sir Oliver's ſteward and my Lord Landy's butler, and ſe- 
veral others thy betters, and all to be atfronted in fo puh- 
| lick a manner? 8 _ 
i Ram. Do but hear me, Madam. 
| Lap. If thou wouldit bave neglected me was there no- 
| body elſe to dance a Minuet with but Mrs. Suſan Croſs- 
1 dreh, whom you know to be my utter averſion? 
| Ram. Curſe on all balls! henceforth | ſhall hate the = 
| found _ a violin. | 
1 Lap. I have more reaſon, I am ſure, after having been | 
' | the jeſt of the whole company: what muſt they think of 
me when they ſee you, after I have countenanced your ad- 
 drefles in the eye of the world, take out another _ 
| before me. 

| Ram. I'm ſure the world muſt think worſe of me did | 
ey! imagine, Madam, I could prefer any other to ou. 

Lap. None of your wheedling, Sir, that won't do. If 
_ | everyou hope to ſpeak to me more, let me ſee you affront 
{| thelittle mink in the next aſſembly you meet her. 
| Ram. Pildoit; andluckily, you know, we are to have 
' ball at my Lord Landy's the firſt night he lies out of 
| Town, where III give your revenge ample ſatisfaction. 
lap. On that condition I pardon you thus time; but it 
ever you do the like again—— — 
| © Ram. May | be baniſh'd for ever from thoſe dear eyes, 
ud be turr'd out of the family while you live } in it. 

| | Enter WHEEDLE. 

feed. Dear Mrs. Lappet! 
Lab. My dear! this is extremely kind. 
Mead. It is what all your acquaintance —_ do that ex- 
pect to ſee you. It is in yain to hope for the favour of aviſit. 


| The lines dif inguiſhed by inverted commas are omitted in the 
— and thoſe printed in Italics are the additions of the 


es. 
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Lap. Nay, dear creature! now you are barbarous. My 

young lady has ſtaid at home ſo much I have not had one 

moment to myſelf; the firſt time I had gone out I am ſure, 
Madam, would have been to wait on Mrs. Wheedle, 

Wheed. My lady has ſtaid at home too pretty much 

5 * to our houſe tho? you can't. 


one's whole days are ſo taken up in the Court of Requeſts, 
and one's evenings at quadrille, the dence take me if I have 


maſter's ſilver ticket, for I know he is engag'd to-morrow 
with ſome gentlemen who never leave their bottle for 
Lap. Ah! the ſavages! 


you prefer muſick to every thing 


/ ſummons. 5 8 2 
Lap. Well, but ſhall we never have a party of quadrille 
m__ 6D} be £2..7m0 45 
Wheed. Oh, don't name it ! I have work'd my eyes out 
fince I ſaw yon; for my lady has taken a whim of flou- 
Tiſhing all her old cambrick pinners and handkerchiefs : 


- 


fo much a ſlave as Iam. 
Lap. Why do you ſtay with her? 1 


All the ladies of our acquaintance are juſt the ſame. Be- 

ſides there are ſome little things that make amends 2 my 

lady has a whole train of admirers ss 

Ram. That, Madam, is the only circumſtance wherein 

ſhe has the honour of reſembling you. [Hell rings * 
You hear, Madam, Iam obliged to leave you—{ Bell rings. 

. So, ſo, ſo: would the bell were in your guts! | Exit Ram. 

Lap. Oh Wheedle ! Lam quite ſick of this family; the 


-— 


old gentleman grows more covetous every day he lives. 
Every thing is under lock and key; I can ſcarce alk n 


10 eat or drink. 


ſeen one opera ſince I came to town. Oh! now I mention 
operas, if you have a mind to ſee Cato believe lcan ſteal my 


Wheed. No one can ſay that of you, Mr. Ramilie 3 ; 


in ſhort, my dear! no journeywoman ſempſtreſs is half 


Wheed. La, child! where can one better one's ſelf? | 


Wheed, Thank you. my dear ! but I have drank half a 


: 


lately. Oh! Mr. Ramilie ! are you contin'd too? Your | 
„ maſter does not ſtay at home I am ſure; he can find the 


That is the only happineſs, Madam, I envy TEE | 
but faith I don't know how it is in this parliament time, 


Ram. But the ladies. [Bell rings.] So there's my | 
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. THE MIS ER. 7 
doxen diſhes of chocolate already this morning. | 
| Lap. Well, but my dear! L have a whole budget of 
news to tell you. I have made fame notable diſcoveries. 
feed. Pray let us hear em. I have ſome ſecrets of our 
family too which you ſhall know by and by. What a plea- 
ſure there is in having a friend to tell theſe things to! 


Lap. You know, my dear! laſt ſummer my young lady 


nad the misfortuneto be overſet in a boat between Rich- 
mond and Twickenham, and that a certain young gentle- 
man, plunging immediately into the water, fav'd her life 


at the hazard of his own——Oh } I ſhall never forget the 


4} figure ſhe made at her return home, ſo wet, ſo draggled! 
' | : Wheed. Yes, my dear! I know how all your fine ladies 
| look when they are ever ſo little difordered——they have 

no need to be {o vain of themſelves, Þ _ 5 


Lap. You are no ſtranger to my maſter's way of reward- 


ing people: when the poor gentleman brought Miſs home 
my maſter meets em at the door, and without aiking any 
| queſtion very civilly ſhuts it againſt him. Well for a whole 

- fortnight afterwauds I was continvally entertained with 


the young ſpark's bravery, and gallantry, and generoſity, 
and beauty. = JJC. 
- Wheed. I can eaſily. gueſs; I ſuppoſe ſhe was rather 


1 warmed than cooled by the water. Theſe |miſtreſſes of 

ours, for all their pride, are made of juſt the ſame fleſh 

and blood as we armee. | | | 

Lap. About a month ago my young lady goes to theplay 

nin an undreſs, and takes me with her, We fat in Burton's. 

{| box, where, as the devil would have it, whom ſhould we 
meet with but this very gentleman? her bluſhes ſoon dif- 


covered to me who he was: in ſhort, the gentleman en- 


| tertained her the whole play, and I much miſtake if ever 
| fie was fo agreeably entertained in her life. Well, as we 
vVere going out arude fellow thruſts his hand into my lady's 
doſam, upon which her champion fell upon him, and did 
ſo maul him——My lady fainted away in my arms; but 
u &ſoonas ſhecame to herſelf—had you ſeen how the look- 


ed on him! Ah, Sir! ſays ſhe, in a mighty pretty tone, 
fure you were born for my deliverance | He handed her 


io a hackney-coach and ſet us down at home. From 


this moment letters began to fly on both ſides. 


need. And you took care to ſce the polt paid I hope. 
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8 THE MISER. 42 J. 
Lap. Never fear that And now what do you think we 
have contrived amongit us? We have got this very gen- 


tleman into the houſe in the quality of my maſter's clerk. | 


feed. Soh! here's fine billin 
Miſs is in a fine condition. F 
lap. Her condition is pretty much as it was yet; how 


g and cooing I warrant 


long it will continne fo I know not. I am making up my 
matters as faſt as I can, for this houſe holds not me after 


the diſcovery. 
TWheed, I think you have no great reaſon to lament the 
| loſs of a place where the maſter keeps lis own keys. 
Lap. The devil take the firſt inventor of locks ſay I! But 
come, my dear ! there is one key which I keep, and that 
I believe will furniſh us with ſome ſweetmeats; ſo if you 
will walk in with me I'll tell you a fecret which concerns 


your family, It is in your power perhaps to be ſerviceable | 


to me. Ihope, my dear! yon will keep theſe ſecrets fafe ; 

for one would not have it known that one pubtiſhes all the 

affairs of a family while one ſtays in it. 
SCENE, à Garden. 

(A Enter CLerimoNT and Harriet, 

cler. Why are you melancholy, my dear Harriet? do you 


repent that promiſe of your's which has made me the liap- 


pieſt of mankind ? * 
Har. You little know my heart if 
pable of repenting any thing I have done towards your 
Happineſs : if I am melancholy it is that I have it not in 
my power to make you ns happy as I would, 
ier. Thonarttoobounteous ; every tender word from 
v thoſe dear lipslays obligations on me | never can repay; 


« bur if to love, to dote on you more than life itſelf, ro | 


A watchryourEyes that I may obey your withes before you 


e ſpeak them, can diſcharge me from any part of that vaſt _ 


« debt I owe you, I will be punctual in the payment. 
Har. lt were ungenerous in me to doubt you; and 


| © qqhen I think what you have done for me, believe me I | 


« muſt think the balance on your fide.” | 
_ = Cher. Generous creature! and doſt thou not for me ha- 
zard the eternal _ of your father, the reproaches of 


your family, the cenſures of the world, who always blame 


the conduct of the perſon who ſacrifices intereſt to any 


[Exeunts | 


you can think it ca- 


g 
: 
ſ 


1 


| fich conſequence 
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Har. As for the cenſures of the world I deſpiſe them 
white I do not deſerve them; Folly is forwarder ro cen- 
ſure Wiſdom than” Wiſdom Folly. I were weak indeed 


not to embrace real happineſs becauſe the world does not 
I allitfo. ny n ee AS 


Cler. But ſee, my deareſt !your brother is come into the 
garden. Da 


| Har. Is it not ſafe, think you, to let him into our ſecret? 


Cler. You know, by outwardly humouring your father 


(in railing againſt the extravagance of young men | have 


brought him to look upon me as his enemy; it will be firſt 


proper to ſet him right in that point. Beſides, in managing 


the old gentleman I ſhall ſtill be obliged to a behaviour 
' which the impatience of his temper will not bear, there- 
foreI think ir not adviſeable to truſt lim, at leaſt yet 


| he will obſerve us. Adieu, my heart's only joy! [¶Zxit. 
j Har. Honeſt creature! What happineſs may I propoſe 
in alife with ſuch a huſband ! what is there in grandeur to 


' reeompenſe the loſs of him? Parents chuſe as often ill for 
us as we for ourſelves: they are too apt to forget how 
ſeldom true happineſs lives in a palace or rides in a coach- 
| and-ſix. Enter fine. 
Fred. Dear Harriet! good morrow : I am glad to find 


_ | you alone, for I have an affair to impart to you that Iam 


| ready to burſt with. „ . 
Har. You know, brother, I am a trufty confidant. 
Fred. As ever wore petticoats; but this is an affair of 


Hur. Or it were not worth your telling me. | 
Fred Or your telling again: in ſhort, you never could 
ſcover it; I could afford ou ten years to gueſs it in. I am 
=you will laugh immoderately when yeu know it; Iam— 
iis impoſſible to tell you: in a word—l am in love. 
Har In love! e | 
Fed. Violently, to diſtraction; ſo much in love, that 
without more hopes than I at pretent ſee any poſſibility of 
| "taining I cannot live three days. | 5 
| Har. And has this violent diſtemper, pray, come upon 
/// ĩ . 
|. Fred No, I have bred it a long time: it hath been 


Rowing theſe ſeveral weeks. I ſtifled it as long as 1 could, 
but it is now come to a criſis, that I muſt either have the 


man, or you will have no brother. 
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Har. But who is this woman? for you have conceabd 
it ſo well that I can't even gueſs. 
Fred. In the firſt place, ſhe is a moſt intolerable coquette, 
Har. That is a deſcription I ſhall never find her out by, 
there are ſo many df her ſiſters; you might as wel! tell me 
the colour of her complexion. } 
Fred. Secondly, ſhe is almoſt eternally at cards, 
Har. You muit come to particulars; I ſhall never dl. 
cover your miſtreſs till you tell me more than ſhe is a wo- 
man, and lives in this Town. 
Fred. Her fortune is very ſmall. 
Har. I find you are enumerating her charms. _ 
Tired. Oh! Lhbaveonly ſhe wn you the reverle ; but were 
| you to behoid the medal on the right fide you would fee F 
beauty, wit, genteelnels, politenels—in a word, you would 
_ ke Mariana. ſu 
Har. Mariana! Ha, ha, ha, you have ſtarted a will. | 
gooſe chaſe indeed. But if you ever could prevail on 
Jou may depend on it, it is an arrant impoſſibility to pre- 
vail on my father; and you may eaſily imagine what ſuc- 
__ ceſs a dilinherited fon may likely expect with a woman | 
of her temper. 
Fred 1 Know- 'tis difficult, but nothing” $ impoſſible t to 
love, at leaſt nothing's impoſſible to woman; and there 
fore if you and the ingenious Mrs. Lappet will but lay] | 3 
our heads together in my favour I ſhall be ſar from de. 
pairing 3 and in return, ſiſter, for this kindneſs— . | 
Har, And in return, brother, for this kindneſs, you 
may perhaps have it in your power to do me a favour o 
pretty much the {ame nature. 
Love, without. ] Rogue : villain ! 
Har. So! what's the matter now? what can have 
throw my father into this paſſion 2? 
| Fred. The loſs of an old flipper I ſuppoſe, or = 
of equal conſequence. Let us ſtep aſide into the next W 
and talk more of our affair s. [Exeunt 
Enter LovgcoLD and Ras Bo 
Lose. Anſwerme not, Sir rah, but get you out of my houſe 
Ram. Sir, I am your fon's ſervant, and not your's, Sir: 
and I won't go out of the houle, Sir, unleſs I am turn] 
out by my proper maſter, Sir. . 
Love Sirrah, I'll turn your maſter out after you, lik 
5 an extravagant raſcal as he is; he bas no need of a fervat 


| 4 
| while he is in my houſe ; and here he dreſſes out a fellow 
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2t more expenſe than a prudent man might clothe a large 
- family at. It's plain enough what uſe he keeps you for; 
but Iwill have no ſpy upon my affairs, no raſcal continu- 
| aly prying into all my actions, devouring all I have, and 
about in every corner to ſee what he may ſteal. 
Ram. Steal ! a likely thing indeed to ſteal from a man 


- | who locks up every thing he has, and ſtands ſentry upon 
ii day and night 


Love. I'm all over in aiſweat leſt this fellow ſhould fuſ- 


| pectſomething of my money. [ Afide.J Hark'e, raſcal, come 
{ hither: I would adviſe you not to run about the town 


ad tell every body you meet that I have money hid. 
Kam. Why, have you any money hid, Sir? 
Love. No, Sirrah, I don't ſay I have; but you mayraiſe 
ſuch a report nevertheleſs. 
| Ram. Tis equal to me whether you have money hid or 
10 ſince I cannot find it. 
Love. Dy'e mutter, ſirrah? get yu ont of my houſe, ! 1 
fay, get you out this inſtant, 4 


| Ram, Well, Sir, I am going. EP 
Love. Come back: let me deſire you to carry nothing | 


Way with you- 
Ram. What ſhould I carry? 


I wiſh the taylor had been hang'd who inventedthem. Turn 
your pockets inſide out if you pleaſe; but you are too 


dags have had many a good thing in them I warrant you. 
deing robb'd. 
laſt taken from me. 


| | Love. And haſt thou really ſtole nothing? 

Ram, No really, Sir. | 
Love, Then get out of my houſe while tis all well, and 
ſo to the devil. 


. the, 50 there's one plague gone, Now I will go pay 


Love, That's what I would fee. Theſe W were 
certainly intended to be the receivers of ſtolen goods, and 
praftiſed a rogue to put any thing there. Theſe damm'd 
n. Give me my bag, Sir: I am in the moſt danger of 
Love. Come, come, be honeſt, and return what thou 


Ram. Ay, Sir, that I could do with all my heart, for 1 
lave taken nothing from you but ſome boxes on the ear. 


Ram. Ay, any where from ſuch an old covetous cur- 
[ Exit. 


> 
By & _— ; 8 ; a . — es _— — ; 
a ITY 3 Sad. . . - . : © . . a * 
. . Ps ny 9 1 . 4 0 * a — — — 29 " * ” "2 u 3 P 4 ” a 4 
+ 3 + — — 8 7 . . 2 8 . 7 * * 5 * * n eu — 

1 85 : - = a « 4 1 _ ww AC 4 4 1 . * A \ * 4 4 . 
. * 8 1 1 . —_ ONE G W 

— ts — — — OG) ONLY out enrol oa LIEBE SS 4 — — 2 4 


1 


a 4 Ponds mag © Pan © 
8 "I of 8 N FIT 
— - «+ hos 3 1 * — — — 


Ep 


an. 


* —_— PI * 1 


„ 
a > _—_— 
* ” 1 


12 THE MIS ERK. I 
a viſit to the dear caſket. _— ; 

4 Enter FxEDERICK and Ham mw, 5 Ie 

In ſhort, I muſt find ſome ſafer place to depoſit thoſe three | 

thouſand guineas in which I received yeſterday ; three 

thouſand guineas are a ſum—Oh, Heavens! I have be- 

tray'd myſelf! my paſſion has tranſported me to talk 


_ aloud, and 1 have been overheard, * now! * a 


matter! 1 
Fred, The matter, Sir! 
Love, Yes, the matter, Sir? I ſuppoſe you c can i repeer 


more of my words than naſe 3 1 luppols you * over. 


heard 7 


Fred. — sir? * * n a * yo u N | 


| Fred. „. EE 
Love. What I was jut now faying. 125 
Har. Pardon me, Sir, we really did not. 1 
Love. Well, L ſee you did overhear ſomething, and 0 


Iwill tell you the whole: I was ſaying to myſelf, in this | 


8 prom ſcarcity of money, what a happineſs it would be to 


N 


* 


N 
F 
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e thouſand guineas by one : tell you this that 
young mig ht not. miſunderſtand me, and j . that, I ſaid | 


had three thouſand guineas. 
Fred. We enter not into your affairs, Sir. 


Love. Ah! would I had thoſe three thouſand guinews! 1 


Fred. In my opinion 
Love. It would make my affairs extremely eaſy. 


Fred. Then it is very eaſily in your power to raiſe? em, 14 


Sir; ; that the Whole world knows. 
Love. I raiſe em! I raiſe three thouſand guineas eaſily! 
My children are my greateſt enemies, and will, by their 


way of talking, and by the extravagant expenſes they run 


into, be the occaſion that one of thoſe days ſomebody will 


cut my throat, imagining me to be made up of . | 


but guineas. 
Fred. What expenſe, Sir, do I run into? . 


Love. How have you the aſſurance to aſk met chat, Sir, 4 
when if one was but to pick theſe fine feathers of your" 1. 


off from head to foot one might purchaſe a very comfort. 7 


able annuity out of them. A tellow here with a very good 
fortune upon his back wonders that he is call'd extravs- 
gant * In 1 Sir, you muſt rob me to * in this 
manner, | 


0 — 


>” * 8. T We.” 


Þ 


ver his own hair? „I dare ſwear a 
| * coſt leſs than fifteen or twenty ſhillings.” Heyday ! 
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Fred. How Sir! rob you? 


Fred. * Sir. there are tiſty young fellows of. my Ac- 


of living in this Town without robbing one's father. 
Lowe. What neceſſity is there for all, that lace on your 


| 
| coat? and all bought = the firſt hand too 1 warrant you. 
| If you will be fine is there no ſuch place as Monmonth- 
| | fireet in this Town, where a man may buy a ſuit for the 
| third part of the ſum which his tailor demands? And then 


periwigs : what need bas a man oi peri when he may. 
federn can't 


vat are they making ſigna to one another which tall pic!: 


| Har. My brother and I, Sir, are diſputing which fhall 
— to you firſt, for we have bath an affair of ccuſe- 


to mention to you. 
I And I have an affair of c ence to mentiau 


| to you both. Pray, Sir, you who are a fine gentleman, ang 
 wryerſe much among the ladies, what think Lyon. ot 12 8 


certain young lady called Mariana ? bo has a 
Fred. Mariana, Sir! f 


| Love, Ay, what do you think of ker > 5 5 8 


red, Think of her, Sir! 


the, world. 
Tove. Would the not be a deſirable match ? 


1 Fred. Oh, the beſt houſewife. upun earth. 

*- Love, Might not a huſband, [think ve, live, very eaſy 
| us bappy with her. 

2 Dowbeteſs . nn 


ALS 


iy expect. IT . 
8 


Lode. * rob me, or "_—_ cou'd yo ſupport this x ex- 


41 that ſupport greater <xtravagancies, andnoone 
| | Dn how. Ah Su, there are ten thouſai:4 pretty ways 


Loe. Why doyourepeat t my words? Ay, L do you 
think of her?: | 
Fred. Why 1 think her the moſt charming, woman in 


' Fred. So defirable that, ia my opinion, her tyſband 
will be the happieſt of mauking. by 45 
Lone, Does ſhe not promiſe to make a good houſewife? 


„„ FE ien 
Fred. Oh s.! conſider but her merit, and you may 


euſily make an abatement in her fortune For Heavens | 
ſake, Sir, don't let that prevent your ** Fortune i 


nothing in compariſon with her beauty and merit. 


Cove. Pardon me there; however, there may be ſome | 
matters found, perhaps, to make up ſome little deficiency; | 
and if you would, to oblige your father, retrench your | 

Ben, perhaps the difference in 


Fred. My deareſt father! IU bid adien to all extrayy 1 


extravagancies on this occa 
-fome time might be made up. 


gance for ever. 


Love. Thou art a dutiful good boy ; and fince 1 find * 


o& 
% d a 
„ hel ay 4 
> 5 37 
1 | 
@ © 


vod have the fame ſentiments with me, provided ſhe can 


hut make out a Pretiy tolerable fortune I am even reſclved 4 


to marry her. 
Fred. Ha you reſolved to marry Mariana! 
Love. Ay, to marry Mariana. 
Har. Who? you, you, you RE a 
Ibdve. Yes, I 1. 11 | iN 
Fred. I beg you will pardon me, Sir 3 a a ſudden dizzing 


bas ſeized me, and 1 muſt beg leave to retire. [Exit Fred. 

Lott. This, daughter, is what I have reſolved for my- | 
elf; as for your brother, 1 have a certain widow in my | 
eye for him; and you, my dear ! mate ed | 


neighbour, Mr. Spindle. | " 
Har. I marry Mr. Spindle ! 


Love. Les; he is a prudevt wiſe man, nu. much abow A 


| fifty, and hes a. great fortune in the funds. 


Har. 1 thank 24 my dear Papa! but 1 had W not . 
marry if you pleaſe L “Courteſng. 


Love. mimickin To courteſy.) 1 thank you, my 

daughter: but 1 tha 

Tes 1 
Har. Pardon 3 dear Sir! 
Lore. Pardon me, dear Madam! 


Har. Not all the fathers upon earch ſhall 8 me ſe”: | 
Tore. Did ever mortal n talk in this manner 


to her father! 


Har. Did ever father attempt to marry his davghee I 


after ſuch a manner! in ſhort, Sir, Lhave ever been obe- 


dient to you; but as this affair concerns my happineſs on- 
1y and not your 5 L hope you will ye me leave to con- 


lault my own inelination | 


\ 
* 


. 
* b 
2 1 bf K as * 8 
1 * * * hs * * * 
« * 


carat? ee you. 
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ypon t the match, 


r 


L the foundation of every 


Lose. 1 would not have you provoke me; Jam reſoly cd 


Ent- CLEnimonT. 

Cler. Some people, Sir, upon juſtice-buſineſe, deſire to 
ſpeak with your Worſhip. 

Lore. 1 can atten to na. buſineſs, this girl has fa per- 
plexed me. Huſly, you ſhall marry asT woul have you, or 

cler. Forgive my interpoſiug: dear Sir! what's rhe 


wetter? Madam, let me entreat you not to put your fa- 
mer into a paflion. 


Lore. Clerimoat, you are aprudent roving fellow. Here's 


a bapgaze of a daughter who refuſes the moſt advanta- 
geoũs match that ever was offeręd both to her and to me: 


a man of a vaſt eſtate offers to take her without a portion? 


cler. Without a portion ! Conſider, dear Madam ! can 


; f gk refuſe a gemleman who offers to take vou without 2 


ion? 
"Love. Ay, conſider what that ſaves your father.” 
Hur. Yes, but T conſider what I am to ſuffer. 
cler. That's true indeed; you will think on that, Sir. 


Though money be the firſt thing to be conſidered In all 


| rhe affairs of life, yet ſome mew re ſhould be had in- 
is caſe to inclination.” 


Love. Without a portion. | 
cler. You are in the right Sir, that Ades che wing at 


: and yet I know there are people who, on this o- 


1 cafion, object againft a diſparit fy of age and temper, which 
N too oſten makes the married 


ate * miſerable. 
Le. Without a portion, ; 


_  Cler. Ah! there is no anſwering that Wno can 
| «ppole ſuch a reaſon as that? » And yet there are ſeve- 
| ral parents who ſtudy the inclinations of their children 
more than any other thing that would by no means ſa- 
eriice them to intereſt, and who eſteem as the very fir; 


* article of marriage that happy union of affections which 


leſſin meas on a mar- 
* ried ſtate - and who——” os — 


Love. Without a portion. 


' Cler Very true; that ſtops your mouth at once 
Without a portion!“ Where is the perſon who can tind | 
m argument againſt that? | 


Lore. Ha? is not that the barking of a dog? 9 vil- 
/ains are in fearch of my money Don t ſtir 1 trom hence 3 > 
B2 
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to conſider the ſhape, or the air, or the age, of a huſband; | 


no concern, 1 dare ſwear 1 ſhall bring her to it. 


with me. Give her alittle more now while ſhe's warm; 
you will be time enough to draw the warrant. bas | 


| *evyery thing is contained in that one article, and with. | 
_ * out a portion ſupplies the want of beauty, youth, fami-' | + 
„ly, wiſdom, honour, and honeſty. _ Bu 


this is a moſt painful hypocriſy ; **1t tortures me to oppoſe 


— — CEC I ———— 


F __ FreverIck. © 7 1 . 
W. ar is the reaſon, firrah, you have been out of tle 
way when I gave you orders to ſtay here? 2 S 


16 - SE MISTER. ABT 
PI return in an inftant. | (Exit Lone, | 
Cler. My deareſt Harriet! how ſhall I expreſs the ago 
ny I am in on your account? 3 ; . 
Hay. Be not too much alarmed, fince you may depen | .. 
on my reſolution. It may be in the power of Fortune w | , 
delay our happineſs, but no power ſhall force me to de“ 
{troy your hopes by any other match. 8 = ME 
cler. Thou kindeſt lovely creature 
Enter LoVEGOLD. 5 - wp 
Lore. Thank heaven it was nothing but my fear | 
Cler. Yes, a daughter muſt obey ber father z ſhe is not 


but when a man offers to take her without a portion ſhe | 
is to have bim, let him be what he will. RE * 
Love, Admirably well ſaid indeed.  _ 1 

cler. Madam, I aſk your pardon if my love for your - 
ſelf and your family carries me a little too far. Be under | 


— 92 24 Keke LY | | 8 ' ITo L r | 5 
Lone. Do, do; I'll go in and ſee what theſe people want } 


Cler. * When a lover offers, Madam, to take a daugh- [ 
ter without a portion, one ſhould enqrrre no farther; | 


. * 


Loe. Gloriouſly ſaid, ſpoke like an oracl e! „ Cra. 2 
Cler. So, once more we are alone together. Believe me 


«« your opinion though I am not in earucit, nor ſuſpected } yj 
« by you of being ſo. Oh Harriet! how is the noble pa- 
ſion of love abuſed by vulgar ſouls who are incapable | 
« of taſting its delicacies !*? When love is great as mine, 
None can its pleaſures or its yains declare; | 
We can dut feel how exquiſite they are. [Ereut. 


- ACT II. 1 ' - 150 5 wm, 
Scene continues. 
 Farverncx, RAMILIE. 
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Nam. Yes Sir, and here did I ſtay, 2 to your 
orders till your good father turn'd me out; it is, Sir, 
athe extreme hazard of a cudgel that I return A again. 
dfued. Well Sir, and what anſwer have you brought 
touching the money? 
Kam. Ah Sir, it is à terrible thing to borrow money ! a 
man mufthave dealt with the devil to deal with a lerweder. 
Fred, Then it won't do I ſuppoſe? | 
Kam. Pardon me, Sir, Mr. Decoy the broker is a ">> Þ 
induſtrious Sets 3 he ſays he has done every thing in his 
power to ſerve you, for he has taken a particular fancy 
to your Honour. 
Fred. So then I ſhall have tlie five hundred, ſhall I > 
F Ram. Yes, Sir; but there are ſome triflin conditions 
| which your Honour mult ſubmit to before th affair Can 
be finiſhed, 
Fred. Did he bring you to the ſpeech of the perfon that 
| is to.lend the money? 
Ram. Ah Sir! things are not managed i in that manner ; 


| very name of your father will wake alltkings eaſy, 


Fred. Chiefly the death of my mother whoſe Jointure . 


no one can hinder me of. 


Fam. Here, Sir, I have brought the articles 4 Mr. De- 
| coy told me he took em from the mouth of the perſon - 
I himſelf. Your honour will find them extremely reaſonable 


| the broker was forced to tickle hard to get ſuch 
| 14 good ones.” In the firſt place, the lender is to ſee all Eis 


ſecurities, and the 'borrower muſt be of a be. and heir ap- 


parent o a large eſtate without flaw in the title, and en- 
| tirely free from all incumbrance ; and that the lender may 
run as little riſk as poſſible, the borrower muſt enſure his 
| life for the. fum lent; if he be an officer in the army he 
is to make over his whole pay for the payment of both 
principal and intereſt, which, that the lender may not 


durden his conſcience with yl reps to be no more- | 


; than thirty per C5 "*% 6 18 "LE is 39 
Fred, 5 the conſtientious mi 1. %% ty B 3: 
B 3 


he takes more care to conceal himſelt than you do; there 
| are greater myſteries in theſe matters than you imagine : 
] why, he would not ſo much as tell me the lender's name, : 
and he is to bring him to- day to talk with you in ſome 
third perſon's houſe, to learn from: own mouth the 
| particulars of your eſtate and family., 1 dare ſwear the 
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Ram. But as the ſaid lender has not by him at preſent 
the ſum demanded, and that to oblige the borrower he is 
himſelf forced to borrow of another at the rate of four 


per cent. he thinks it but reaſonable that the firſt borrow. ; # 
er, over and above the thirty per cent. aforeſaid, ſhali alſo | 


9 e e 3 | 


ſum is borrowed, 
Fred. Oh the devil! what a ſew i is 8 


_ Ram, You know, Sir, what you have to do—he can't 


oblige you to theſe terms. 


Fred. Nor can I oblige him to lend me the money with- | 


out them z and you know that I muſt have it, Gy con- 


ditions be what they will. | 
Ram. Ay Sir; why that was what I told him. 


| #red. Did you ſo, raſcal? No wonder he inſiſts on fuck | 


: conditions if you laid open my neceflities to him. 


Ram. Alas, Sir, I only told it to the broker, who is 4 * 


your friend, and has your intereſt very much at here; 


Fred. Well, is this all, or are there any more reaſonable | t 
| articles? * | 
Kam. Of the fre beaded pounds required the lender | 
can pay down in caſh no more than four hundred, and for | 
| r a of which here 1 


follows the catalogue. 


Fred. What in the devi” 8 name is. the meaning of al this? I 
Ram, imprimit, One iarge yellow camblet bed, lined 


_« with ſattin, very little eaten by tbe moths, and wanting 


* only one curtain ; ſix ſtuffed chairs of the ſame, a little 


*© torn, and the frames worm eaten, otherwiſe not in the 


8 ** leaſt the worſe for wearing ; one large pier glaſs, with 


only one crack in the middle; one ſuit of tapeſtry hang- 


& ings, in which are curiouſly wrought the loves of Mars | 
* and Venus, Venus and Adonis, Cupid and Phyſce, with | 
„many other amorous ſtories, which . 1 1 


very proper for a bedchamber. -- 
* Fred," | What the devil is here! 


Kam. Item, one ſuit of — with Toa buen | 


the buttons only the worſe for wearing ; item, two muſ- 


4. quets, one of which only wants the lock ;“ one large ſil- 
ver watch, with Tompion's name to it; one ſnuff box with 


2 picture in it, bought at Mr. Deard's a proper preſent for 
a miſſreſe Hive pictures without frames, .: not originals all 
copies by ghod bands ; 2 fine frame without a — 
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Fred. Qons ! what uſe have I Hor all this? IM 
Fam. Several valnable books, amongſt which are all the 


| journals printed for theſe five years laſt paſt, handſomely 


d lettered——the whole works in divinity of — 


fed. Read no more! confuynd the curſt extortioner ! | 
I hall pay one hundred per cent. | 


Ram. Ah Sir: 1 wiſh your Honour would conſider of 


it in time. f 


Fred. I muſt have money. Towhat ſtraits are we rediiced 
the curſt avarice- of fathers ! well may we with thera 


ND ingre@urtiontoeur living, 


Kam. Such a father as your's, Sir, is enough to make 


'Þ o 72 do ſomething more than with hum dead; „ For my 


xt, 1 have never had any inclination towards hang- 
; 28 thank Heaven 1 have lived ta ſee whole ſets 
21 my companions {wing out of the world, while I have 


had 4 rr enough to quit all manner of gallantries the 
moment I ſmelt the halter. I have always had an ut- 
ter averſion to the ſmell of hemp ; but this rogue of à fa- 

ther of your's, Sir Sir, I ak your pardon— has 


ſo provoked me that | have often wiſhed 10 yu him, and 


rod him I mall in the end, that certain: 


Red. Give me that paper, that 1 way conſider «lire 


| thels moderate articles, = 


*1,- er Loveadup. cnt Drear, ©; ©; +: 
* Decoy. In ſhort, Sir, he is a very e young 


fellow, and ſo preſſed by his neceſſities that you may * 


him to what terms you pleaſe. 
Lee. But do you think, Mr. Decoy, there is no dan- 
ger? do you know the name, the family, and the eſtate, 


1 K the borrower? 


Decoy. No, I cannot give you os perfect infraction 


| yet, for it was by the greateſt accident in the world that 
| be was recommended to me; but vou will learn all thetic 
| particulars from his own ps, and his man afjuned me you 


would make no difficulty the moment you knew the name 
of his father: all that I can tell you is, that his ſervant fays 


| the old peritieiman is WY rich ; he called him a co- 
| Yetous old raſcal, 


Love. Ay, that is the name which theſe an 
and the rogues their ſervants, give to all honeſt prugent 


wen who wages the WT ung the v_ of their =, . 


"art 7 & © # ; 
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little afraid of any futare competitors, that he offers to be 


bound, if you inſiſt on it, that his father ſhall die within 


theſe eight months. 


Lare. Ay! there's ſunerching i in thas 30 1 betiavs then | 1 
| mall let him have the money. Charity, Mr. Decoy, charity, | 
obliges us to ſerve our — I ſay,” when we are | 


ho loſers by ſo doing. 
| Decoy. Very true indeed. 


au; Sir, I neither diſcovered your name or your houſe: 


however, there is no great harm done ; they are peo- 
ple of diſcretion, ſo you 1 nes d tranſact Ws _ ow I 


Love. How! 


Decoy. This, Sir, hs the entieman that wants to bor⸗ | | 


row the five hundred pounds I mentioned to you. 


ode. How, raſcal! is it you that abandon yourſelf to 


theſe intolerable extra > 


Fred. 1 muſt even ſtand buff, and outface him. Lin- 1 
And is it you, father, that diſgrace yourſelf by theſe | 


ſcandalous extortions ? [Ramilie and Decoy ſneak off 


Love. Is it you that would ruin yourſelf by, taking up | 


at ſuch intereſt ?- 


" Fred. Is it you that nds 2 yourſelf by lending 1 


at ſuch intereſt 2- 


Love. How dare you, aſter this, appear before my fate? l 
Fred. How dare you: after this, appear. before the face 1 


| of the world? 


Love. Get you out of my ſight, villain! getout of "my den | h 


Fred. Sir, I go; but give me leave to ſay- 


. T 
Decoy. This young gentleman is an only ſon, and ib 


N Ram. Heyday! what can be the meming of this? our | 
broker talking with the old gentleman! 1 
Decoy. So, gentlemen ! I ſee you are in great ace | 
but who told you, pray, that this was the lender? I affiire | 


Lore. Vil not hear a word: Ill prevent your attempt- 1 5 


ing any thing of this nature for the future. Get out of 

my ſigut, villain -l am not ſorry for this accident; it will 
make me henceforth N a 3 "ye" over his action. 
( 


. 


by Seen NE, an apartment in Lovegold' houſe. _ 
| Enter Ha LIE. and Maxzians. 1 


Aar. Nay, Harriet. you muſt excuſe me, for of all pet 
pe upon earth you are my greateſt favourite : dut 1 hae 
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had ſuch an intolerable cold, child, that it is a miracle [ 
"have recovered; for, my dear! would you think 1 have 
had no lefs than three doctors! 2 

Hur. Nay, then it is a miracle you recovered indeed. 
| ar. Oh, child, doctors will never do me any harm; I 
| never take any thing they preſcribe : 1 don't know how it 
| is; when one's ill one can't help ſending for them; and 


1 3 my dear! my mamma loves phyſick better than 


does any thing but cards. 


Har, Were I to take as much of cards as you do I dont 


know which I ſhould nauſeate moſt. 
Mar. Oh, child, you are quite a Tramontane ; 1 muſt 
yon to like * ſpadille. I proteſt, Harriet, if you 


is creature in the world. 


I | lged to obey your commands. 
. That would be the happieſt thing in the world 
- | for you; and I dare {wear you would like them extremely, 


„ 1 
* 
_ i 
— 


your father's. 
| already. 
1 Mar. Married, m dear! 


1 ' Har, Oh, L can tel you of ſach cy in 
have ſuch a lover within theſe ſour- and- twenty hours: 


che may turn off to make room for him z 
| *but1 = Nang rut lifted him already. Oh Harriet! 


— Abies, rt AS 


4 faw you, with that dear creature your brother In ſhort, 


your ſiſter by this time. 

t 3 Her, And if your heart be not harder than adamant 
of } you will be in a fair way of being my mother ſhortly, for 
il my good father has this very day declared ſuch a paſſion 


1 
1. X Mar. Your father! | 


Har. Ay, my dear ! what ay you to a comely old gen- | 
tleman of not much above threeſcore that loves you fo vio- 


2 ? I dare ſwear he will be conſtant to you all bis days. 


9 Mar, Ha, ba, ha; 1 ſhall die. Ha, ha, ha! you extra- | 


1 5 take my advice in ſome things you would be the 
e wy ar L am in a fair way of being ob- 


for they would be exactly oppoſite to every command of 
Har. BY has now one would think you were married 


Mar. I am glad you have — time ly notice of it, 


I have been fo plagued, ſo peſtered, fo fatigued, ſince I 


| child, he has made arrant downright love to me; if my 
t. 1 heart had not been harder than adamant itſelf 1 had been 
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vagrant creauture ! how could you throw away all this jeſt | 


at once? it would have furniſhed a prudent perſon with an 
annuity of laughter for life. Oh! I am charmed with my 
conqueſt; I am quite in love with him already: I never 
had a lover yet above half his age. e 


Har. Lappet and I have laid a delightful plot, if you 
will but come into it and counterfeit an affection for him. 


Aar. Why, child, I have a real affection for him. Oh, 


methinks I ſee you on your knees already — Pray, Mama, 


pleaſe to give me your bleſſing. Oh, I ſee my loving bride- 


IN ein his threefold nightcap, Þ's flannel fhirt ;. me» 
thinks I ſee him approach. me with all the lovely gra- 


| 


would not any one think now we had been a happy | 


vity of age; I hear him whiſper charming ſentences of 
morality in my ear, more inſtructive than all my grand 
4 mother e'er taught me.” Oh! I ſmell him fweeter, oh! 
ſweeter than even hartſhorn itſelf! Ha, ha ha ! See child, 
how beautiful a fond imagination can paint a lover: 


couple together Heaven knows how long ??? 


Ear. Well, you dear mad creature! but do you think | - 


2 can maintain any of this fondneſs to his face? for [ 


| w ſome women who ſpeak very fondly of a huſband | 
ta other people, but never ſay one civil thing to the man | 


himſelf, 


| Mar. Oh, never fear it; one can't indeed bring one's | 
ſelf to be civil to a young lover; but as for theſe old feb | 
lows, I think one may play as harwlefly with them as with | 


one another. Young fellows are perfect bears, and muſt 


be kept at a diſtance ; the old ones are mere lapdogs, and | 
when they have agreeable rricks with them one is equally qt 


fond of both. 


Har. Well, but now I hope you will give me leave to | 


ſpeak a word or two ſeriouſly in favour of my poor brother. 


Aar. Oh, I ſhall hate you if you are ſerious. Oh! fee | 


what your wicked words have occaſioned : I proteſt you | 


_ are a conjurer, and certainly deal with the devil. 
e , , 
Har. Oh brother! lam glad you are come to plead your 
own cauſe; I have been your ſolicitor in your abſence. | 
Fred. 1 am afraid, like other clients, I ſira!l plead much 
worle for myſelf than my advocate has done. 3 
Mar. Perſons who have a bad cauſe ſhould have ver) 
artfy] counſel. A i 


* 


in this affair than your miſtieſs.“ 
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Fred. When the judge is determined againf{ us all art 
will prove of no effect. - 

Mar. Why then, truly, Sir, in ſo terrible a ſituation 1 
think ti:e ſooner you give up the cauſe the better. 

Fred. No, Madam, I am reſolved to perſevere; for 
when one's whole happineſs isalready at ſtake, I ſee nothin 
more can be hazarded in the purſuit. It might be perhaps 
a perſon's intereſt ta give up a cauſe wherein part of his 
fortune was concern'd, but when the deſpute is about the 
whole he can never loſe by perſevering Hogs 

Mar. Do you hear him, Harriet? 1 fancy this brother of 
your's would have made a moſt excellent lawyer. I pro- 


E teſt when he is my ſon-in-law PI! ſend him to the Temple: 


tho? he begins a little late, yet diligence may bring him 


| tobe a rea: man. 


Fred. J hope, Madam, diligence may ſncceed in love as 


ö well as law: ſure Mariana is not a more crabbed ſtudy 
| than Coke upon Littleton : exons e 


Aar. Oh, the wretch ! he has quite ſuſfccated me with 
his compariſon ; I muſt have a little air: dear Harriet! 
let us walk in the garden. TE ers: 


Fred. 1 hape, Madam, I have your leave to attend you? 
Mar. My leave! no indeed, you have no leave of mine; 
but if you will follow me I know no way to hinder you. 
E kaun. 
Hur. * Ah, brother! I wiſh you had no greater enemy 
SCENE, a garden. 

Enter RAaMiLl:z and LApPE T. 
Lap. This was indeed a moſt unlucky accident; how- 
ever, I dare lay a wager I ſhall ſucceed better with him, 


nnd get ſome of thoſe guineas you would have borrowed. 

| Ram. I am not, Madam, now to learn Mrs. Lappet's 
dexterity ; but if you get any thing out of him I mall think 

| you a match for the devil. Sooner than to extract gold 


from him I wouldengaze io extract religion fron: a hypo- 
rite, honeſty from a lawyer, health from a phyſician, 
lincerity from a courtier, or modeſty from a poet. I think, 
my dear, you have liv'd long enough inthis houſe to know 
that gold is a very dear commodity here. 

Lap. Ah, but there are ſome certain ſervices which will 


ſqueeze it out of the cloſeſt hands, There is one trade, 
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are dabblers; and he who will ſcarce afford himſelf either 


meat or clothes will {till pay for the commodities I deal in. 


Kam. Your humble ſervant, Madam; I find you dont 
know our good maſter yet : there is not a woman in the 
„ world who loves tu hear her pretty ſelf talk never ſo much 
but =: may eaſier ſhut her mouth than open his hands; 


&« as for thanks, praiſes, and promiſes, no courtier upon 


earth is more liberal of them; but for money, the devil 
« penny: there's nothing fo dry as his careſſes; and” 
there is no huſband who hates the word Wife half ſo much 


as he does the word Give: inſtead of faying I give youa | 
good-morrow, he always ſays L lend you a good-morrow, | | 
Lap. Ah Sir! let me alone to drain a man; I have the | 


ſecret to open his heart and his purſe too. 


Ram. L defy you to drain the man we talk of of his | 
money; he loves that more than any thing you can procure 
him in exchange: the very ſight of a dun throws him into 


_ «convnllions ; tis touching him in the only ſenfible part; 
_ © ?tis piercing his heart, tearing out his vitals, to aſk him 
& for a farthing: but lere he is, and if you get a ſhilling 


ont of him Ill marry you without any other fortune. [ Exit, | i 


Enter. LovxGOLD. 


Lore. All's well hitherto, my dear money is ſafe. Is it | 


you, Lappet. 


Lap. I ſhould rather ak ifit be you, Sir? Why, you look 


ſo young and vigorous ——— 
Jede. Do I, do I! 


Lap. Why, you grow younger and younger every day, 


Sir; you never look'd half fo young in your life, Sir, as 


you do now. Why, Sir, I know fifty. young fellows of 


_ five-and-twenty that are older than you are. 


Love. That may be, that may be, Lappet, 1 
„ 
Lap. Well, and what's ten years above fifty? tis the 

very flower of a man's age. Why, Sir, you are now in the 

very prime of your life. } 4 bs 

Tove. Very true, that's very true, as to underſtanding; 


lives they lead; and yet Lam a good ten years above 


but J am afraid could I take off twenty years it would do 
me no harm with the ladies, Lappet. How 


Arn | 
which I thank Heaven I'm no ſtranger to, wherein all men 


'3 ON Our 
affair with Mariana? have you mentioned any thing 4- 
bout what her mother can give her? for now a days nobody | 
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marries a woman unleſs ſhe brings ſomething with her 
beſides her petticoat. | 
Lap. Sir ! why, Sir, this young lady will be worth to 
you as good a thouſand pounds a-year as ever was told. 
ode. How ! a thouſand pounds a-year? = 
Lap. Yes Sir; there's in the firſt place, the article of a 
table; ſhe has a very little ſtomach, ſhe does not eat above 
an ounce in a fortnight ; and then as to the quality of what 


ſhe eats you'll have no need of a French cook upon her ac- ' 


count; as for ſweetmeats, ſhe mortally hates them; ſo there 
is the article of deſſerts wiped off all at once you'll have 
no need of a confectioner, who would be eternally bring- 


you ten pounds worth at a meal; this, I think, we may ve- 


ry moderatelyreckon at two hundred pounds a- year at leaft, 


Item, for clothes; ſhe has been bred up in ſuch a plainnets 
inthem, that ſhould we allow but forthree birth- night ſuits 


a-vear ſaved, which are the leaſt a Town lady would ex- 


peq, there go a good two hundred pounds a ycar more ; 
| for jewels, (of which ſhe hates the very tight) the yearly 
| intereſt of what you mult lay out in them would amoun 
to one hundred pounds. Laſtly, ſhe has an utter deteſtation 


| forplay, at which Ihave known ſeveral moderate ladies lole 
| 2 good two thouſand pounds a year; now let us take on- 


y the fourth part of that, which amounts to five hundred, 


to which if we add two hundred pounds on the table ac- 
I count, two hundred pounds in clothes, and one hundred 


pounds in jewels, there is, Sir, your thouſand pounds 
vyear in hard money. „ 
Lye. Ay, ay, theſe are pretty things it muſt be con- 


ſeſs'd, very pretty things ; but there's nothing real in em. 
| ad. How, Sir! is it not ſomething real to bring you in 
marriage a vaſt'ſtore of iobriety, the inheritance of a great 
| love for ſimplicity of dreſs, and a vat acquired fund of 


hatred for play ? EE ED 
Ide. This is downrigut raillery, Lappet, to make me 
up a fortune out of the expenties ſhe Won't put me to; l 


alure you, Made, 1 ſhall give no acquittance for what |. 


have not received: in thort, Lappet, I muſt touch, touch, 


woch, ſomething real. | 
Lap. Never fear, you ſhall touch ſomething real. I have 


C 


| ing in bills, for preſerves, conſerves, biſcuits, comfits, and 
| jellies, of which half-a-dozen ladies would ſwallow 
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heard them talk of a certain country where ſhe has a very. 1 be 
pretty freehold, which ſhall be put into your hands. 7 

Love. Nay, if it were a copyhold I ſhould be glad to 1 
touch it: but there is another thing that diſturbs me. You Fa 
know this girl is young, aud young people generally loye | 7 


one another's company: it would ill agree with a perſon | 
of my temper to keep an aſſembly for all the young rakez | 
and flauning girk in Town. ' 
Lap. Ah Sir, how little do you know of her! this it 

another particularity that L had to tell yun of: ſhe has a 7 
moſt terrible averſionfor all young people, and loves none | 
but perſons of your years. I would adviſe you above all ] 
things to take care not to appear too young; ſhe infiſt | 
on ſixty at leaſt: why, re broke off a match other day bee | 
© cauſe her Iyver was but fifty, and pretended to ſign the mar- 

_ 1iage articles without ſpectacle. 
q Zove. This humour is a little ſtrange methinks. 
Lap. She carries it farther Sir than can be imagin'd; | 
Me nas in her chamber ſeveral pictures, bur what do you | 
think they are? none of your ſmock-fac'd young fellows, [ 
your Adoni's, your Cephalu's, your Pari's, and your 
Apollo's: no Sir; you ſee nothing there but your hand | 
ſome figures of Saturn, King Priam, old Neſtor, and good | 
father Anchiſes upon his {on's ſhoulders. 1 
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love with young fellows ! pretty maſters indeed, with 
their tine complexions and their fine feathers! Now, I] 
ſhould be glad to taſte the ſavour that is in any of them. | __ 

| „ Here Lappet introduces a ſons, 8 
Le. And do you really think me pretty tolerable? f 
Lap. Tolerable ! you are raviſhing ! if your picture wa 
drawn by a good hand, Sir, it would be invaluable !** Tum 
about a little if you pleaſe : there, what can be mare 
charming!“ Let me fee you walk; there's a perſon for 
you ! tall, ſtraight, free; and degagee ! Why, Sir, you] 5. 
have no fault about you, 8 „ 
Love. Not many; hem, hem; not many, I thank He- , 
yea; only a few rheumatick pains now and then, and?!“ . 
mall Catarrh that ſeizes me ſometimes. 5 


Love. Admirable ! this is more than I could have hoped, | *_ 
To ſay the truth, had I been a woman 1 ſhould never have | 
loved young feilows. Ez 5 | 7 
Lap I believe you. Pretty ſort of ſtuff indeed to be in * 


well upon you, and you cough with a very good grace. 


lor But tell me what does Mariana tay of my perton ? > 


Lab She has a particular pleaſure in talking oi :t; and 
| affure you, Sir, I have not been backward on all ſucly 
occaſions toblazon forth your merit, and to make Ler len- 


1 fible how advantagcous a match you will be to her. 


Love. You did very well, and l am obliged to" you. 
Lap But, Sir, I have a {mall favour to aK of 7ou—1 


e a lawſuit depending which I am on the very brink of 
_ bofing for want of a little 


you could eaſily procure my ſuccets if you had the leaſt 


money; [He looks gravely.) and 


friendſhip for me. You can't imagine. Sir, the pleaſure 
the takes in talking of you. ¶ He looks pleaſed... —— Ab! how 


you will delight her! how your venerable mien will charm 
ber ! ſhe will never be abſe to withſtand you. But in- 
deed Sir, this lawſuit will be of a terrible conſequence to 


me. [He looks grave again.) Lam ruined if I loſe it, which 


n a very {mall matter might prevent:---Ah Sir, had you but 
ſeen the raptures with which” ſhe has heard me talk of 


you! [He reſumes his gaicty |] how pleaſure ſparkled in her 
eyes at the recital of your good qualities! in ſhort, to 


discover a ſecret to you which I promiſed to conce al. Y 
| have worked up her: i imagination till the is dou ng im- 
patient of having the watch concluded. 


Love Lappet, you have ated a very friendly part ; and1 


own that 1 have all the obligations i in the world to you. 


Lap. I beg you would give me this little aſſiſtance, Sir; 


[He looks ſerinus.] it will ſet me on my feet, and i bal 


be eternally obliged to you. 
Livre: Farewell; Fi go and finith my dilpatches. 


Lap. I aſſure you, Sir, you could ncyer amit me in a 
greater neceſſity. 


Love I wuſt go give ſome orders about a part. cular 


affair—— 
Lap I would not jmportune yen, Sir, if I was nat for- 


ved by the laſt extremity. 
Love. Iexpect the tailor about turning my coat. Don't 


Jou think this coat will look well enough turn'd with ne 
| buttons, for a wedding ſuit? 


IIb. For pity's ſake, Sir, don't refuſe me this fall. | bi 
favour: I hall be undene indeed, Sir: if it were bur $s 
| Tall 2 matte? as ten pounds, Sir. © 

| C ' 


I 


"Lib Ah Sir, that's nothing; your catarrh ſits ver 


| 
| 
| 
. 
; 
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Love, 1 think I hear the tailor's voice. 


Lap. If it were but five pounds, Sir; but three pounds | 


Sir: nay, Sir, a ſingle guinea would be of ſervice for a day 


or two. [As heoffers to go out on either ſide ſhe intercepts him, 


Love I muſt go; I can't ſtay. Hark there, ſomebody 


very much oblig'd to you. e 

Lap. Go to the gallows, to the devil, like a covetous 
good-for-nothing villain. as you are ! Ramilie 1s in the 
right: however, I ſhall nor quit the aſfairz-for tho' I get 


Serum contimer. 
Enter HannitT, FReDerICK, and CI R RIM ON r. 
| Fe... 


Cher, H any thing, Sir, could add to my misfortunes, it 
would be to be thus obliged without having any prol- 
pect of repaying the obligation. 

Fred. Every word you ſpeak is a farther conviction to 
me that you are what you have declared yourſelf; “ for 
there is a Is in a generous education which it is 


ĩjmpoſſible for perſons who want that happineſs to cour- 


« terfeit ;“ therefore henceforth I beg vou to believe me 


| ſincerely your friend. 


Ilar. Come, come, pray a truce with your compliments, 
for I hear my father's cough coming this way. 

„„ ier leeren. 

Love. So, fo, this is juſt as I would have it. Let me 


tell you, children, this is a prudent young man, and you | 


cannot converſe too much with him: he will teach you, 
Sir, for all you hold your head ſo high, better ſenſe than 


calls me, I am very much obliged to you; indeed Iam 
| [ Exit. | 


nothing out of him I am ſure of my reward from the other 


Mo 
Fools only to one party will confide, 
Good politicians will both parties guide, | 
And if one fails they're feed on the other fide. Eu. J 
EE ——_—————————— | 
'"KOT Wn. 


1 Think, Sir, you have given my ſiſter a very ſubſtantial 
proof of your affection. Iam ſorry you could have had ſuch 
à ſuſpicion of me as to imagine I could have been an enemy 
to one wlio has approved himſelf a gentleman and a lover. 


to borrow money at fiſty per cent. And you, Madam, I dare 
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ay he will infuſe good things into you too if you wil! 


put hearken to him. 


Fred. While you live, Sir, we ſhall want no other in- 


ſtructe r. 


Lore. Come bithcr, Harriet. You know to-njght I have 
invited our triend and neighbour Mr. Spindle, Now 1 in. 


tend to take this opportunity of ſaving the expenſe of an- 
other entertainment, by inviting Mariana and her n- 


ther; for I obſerve, that take what care one will there i: 
always more victuals provided on theſe occaſions than i. 
eat; and an additional gneſt makes no additional ere ſe. 

Cler. Very true, Sir; beſides, tho' they were to rite hun- 
ry no one ever calls for more at another perion's table 
Love. Ri zlit, honeſt Clerimont, and to rite with an ap 


| petite is one cf the wholeſomeſt things in the world, Har- 
riet, I would have vou go immediately and carry the i: - 


vitation; you may wall thither, and they wil! bri ing * 
back in a coach. 

Har, I ſhall obey vou, Sir. | . 

Love. Go; that's my good girl. And vou, Sir, I de!ire 
would behave yourſelf civ illx atfapper. 5 

Fred. Why ſhould you ſuſpect mc, Sir? ens 

Love. I know, Sir, with what eves ſuch {parks as vou 
look upon a mother-in-law ; but if you hope for my for- 
giveneſs of your late exploit, would adviſe you to behave 
to her in the moſt affectionate manner imaginable. 

Fred. I cannot promiſe, Sir, to be 0vcrjov'7d Ut her be. 


ing my mother-in-law ; but this 1 will promue you, Iwill 


de as Civil to her as you could wiſh: I will bchold Ler wick: 
as much aflection as you can deſire me; that is an article 


upon which you may be fue of a moſt punStual Uber, 


Lore. That I think is the leaſt l can expect. 
Fred. Sir, you hall have no realon to complain, 
Finter Jams. | 
James. Did you ſend for me, Sir? 
Love. Where have you been? for | have wanted yon 


Aa dove an hour. 


James. Whom, Sir, di 4 you wart? your conckiman OT 
your cook ? for | am both one and t other. 

Love. I want wy cook, Sir. 

James. Ithought indeed it was not your coachman ; for 


ag have ba no great occaſ on for hun ſince your lull 285 
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of geldings were ſtarved—But your cook, Sir, ſhall wait 


on you in an inſtant. 


{ Puts off his coachman's great coat, andappears as a Cook, 


Love. What's the meaning of this folly ? 
James. | am ready for your commands, Sir. 


Lobe. I am engaged this evening to give a ſupper. 


James. A ſupper, Sir! I have not heard the word this 1 
half year; I have indeed now and then heard of ſuch a 
thing as a dinner; but for a ſupper, I have not dreſs'd ore 


{o long, that I am afraid my hand is out, 


Love. Leave off your ſaucy jeſting, ſirrah, and ſee that 


vou provide me a good ſupper. - 
James. That may be done, Sir, with a good deal of money. 
Love. Whar, is the devil in you? always money. Can 


you ſay nothing elſe but Money, money, moncy? All my | 


ſervants, my children, my relations, can . no 
other word than Money. 


Cler. 1 never heard fo ridiculons an anſwer. « Here's | 
* a miracle for you indeed, to make a good ſupper witha 


„good deal of mono, 1+ there any thing ſo eaſy ? is there 


any one who can't do i. Vould a man ſhew himlelf | 
to be a good cook he muſt make a good ſupper out of a 


little money. 


Fames. I wiſh you would be ſo good, Sir, as to ſhew us 


that art, and take my office of . upon yourſelf. 
Love. * Peace Sirrah, and tell me what we can have. 
James. There's a gentleman, Sir, who can furniſh you 
out a good ſupper with a little money.” 
e. Anſwer me yourlelf, 


| Fames. Why Sir,” how many will there be at table? | 


Love. About eight or ten; but I will have a ſupper 


dreſs d but for eight; for if there be enough for eight | 


there is enough for ten. 


James. Suppoſe, Sir, you have at one end of the table 


a good handſome ſoup; at the other a fine Weſtphalia 
tam and chickens ; on one ſide a fillet of veal roaſted, and 
on the other a turkey, or rather a buſtaru, which I believe 
may be bought for a guinea or thereabouts. 


Love. What! is the fellow providing an entertainment 


for my Lord Mayor and the Court of Aldermen ! 
Jumes Then, Sir, for the ſecond courſe a leaſh of phea- 
ſants, a leaſh of fat poulards, half a dozen partridges, one 


dozen of quails, two dozen of ortolans, three dozen—— | 


V III. Ä Wo ²ͥ²•-Z > 
Lore. putting his hand before James's mont] Ah villain | 
you are eating up all I am worth. 
James. Then a ragout | 7 
Love Hopping kis mouth again] Hold your extravagant 
tongue, ſirrah. 1 = | EA FR 
cler. Have you a mind to burſt them all? © has me 
© maſter invited people to cram 'em to death? or do vou 
& think his friends have a mind to eat him up at one fup- 
« per?” Such ſervants as you, Mr. James, thonld be often 
reminded of that excellent ſaying of a very wife man, We 
muſt eat to live, not live to ear. | 
_ Love. Excellently well ſaid indeed! it is the fineſt ſen- 
tence I ever heard in my life. We muſt live to eat, and 
not eat to No, that is not it,: how did you ſay? _ 
Cler, That we muſt eat to live, and not live to eat. 
Love Extremely fine! pray write them ont for me, for 
Im reſolv'd to have them done in letters of gold, or black 


| and white rather, over my hall chimney. 


James. You have no need to do any more, Sir, people 
talk enough of you already. 5 
Love. Pray, Sir, what do people ſay of me? 
James. An Sir! if ] could but be aſſur'd that you would 
not be angry with me- | EM: od 
Love. Not at all; fo far from it you will very much o- 
blize me, for I am always very glad to hear what the 
world ſays of me. 3 „„ 
James. Well, Sir, then, ſince you will have it, I will 
tell you freely that they make a jeſt of you every where, 
nay of your very ſervants upon your account. They make 
ten thouſand ſtories of you; one ſays that you have always 
2 quarrel] ready with your ſervants at quarter day, or 
when they leave you, in order to tind an excuſe to give 
them nothing; another ſays that you were taken one night 
ſtealing your own oats from your own horſes, for which 
your coachman very handſomely belaboured your back: 
In a word, Sir, one can go no where where you are not 
the by-word ; you are the laughing ſtock of all the world; 
and you are never mentioncd but by the names of cove- 
tous, ſcraping, ſtingy— = 5 
Love. Impertinent, impudent ratcal ! beat him for me, 
Cerimont. Ae | 
Cler. * Are you not ſham'd, Mr, James, to give your 
| © maſter this language? 
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7 mes. M hat's that to you, Sir 2—!I fancy this fellow | 


«js acoward ; if he be I will handle him.” 


Cler. It does not become a ſervant to uſe ſuch language | 


to his maſter. 


James. Who taught you, Sir, what becomes? If you 


trouble your head with my buſineſs I ſhall threſt your 


jacket for you. If I once take a ſtick in hand I ſhall'teach 
you to hold your tongue for the future | believe. If you 
offer to {ay another word to me Þ Il break your head for | | 
you. 3 [Drives Clerimont to the farther end of the ſtage, 6 


cler. How, raſcal, break my head! 
James. I did not ſay I'd break your head. 


[ Clerimont drives him back again, | | 


Cler. Do you know, ſirrah, that I ſhall break yours | . 1 


for this impudence ? 


James. L hope nor, Sir: I give you no offerce, Sir, 
Cler. That I ſhall ſhe you the difference between ws” 


Fames. Ha, ha, ha! Sir, I was but in jeſt, 


Cler. Then I ſhall warn you to forbear theſe jeſts for the | 

| ESE [Kicks him off the flage. 
James. Nay, Sir, can't you take a jeſt? Why, I ws | 
but in jeſt all the while. EW 


future, : 


Love, How happy am I in ſuch a clerk ! 


Cler. You may leave the ordering of the ſupper to me, 


Sir; 1 will take care of that. 


Le. Do ſo: ſee and provide ſomething tocloy their ſto- 
machs: let there be two great diſnes of ſoupmeagre, a good | 


large ſuet- pudding, ſome dainty fat pork pie or paſty, 2 
fine ſmall breaſt of mutton, not too fat; a ſallad, and a diſh 


of artichokes, which will make pMnty and variety enough, | 
_ Cler. I ſhall take a particular care, Sir, to provide every 
thing to your ſatisfaction. See 57 2 
Lore. But be ſure there be plenty of ſoup, be ſure of | 
that—This is a moſt excellent young fellow !—But now | 
will I go pay a viſit to my money. I TExemtt. 


SCENE, the ſtreet, 
RAuILIE and LAPPiT meeting. 


Ram. Well, madam, what ſucceſs? Have Lbeen a falſe | 
«« prophet, and have you come at the old hunks's purſe ? or 
have ſpoken like an oracle, and he is cloſe fiſted as uſual?” 


Lap Never was a perſon of my function fo uſed: all ny 
Thetorick availed nothing. While I was talking to him 


4M. 
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about the lady he ſmil'd and was pleas'd, but the moment 
| mentioned money to him his countenance chang'd, and 
he underſtood not one word that 1 ſaid. But now, Ramilie, 


|} what do you think this affair is that I am tranſacting ? 


r A AYE... 


| would never forgive the diſappointment of his 


— 


Ram. Nay, Mrs. Lappet, now you are putting too ſe- 
vere a tatk upon me. How is it poſſible in the vaſt variety 
of affairs which you honour with taking into your hands, 
that I ſhould be able to gueſs which is fo happy to employ 
your immediate thoughts? 55 


lap. Let me tell you then, ſweet Sir l that Lam tranſact- 
ing an affair between your maſter's miſtreſs and his father. 
J % TOs 

Ia. What ſhould it be but the old one matrimony ? 
In ſhort, yur maſter and his father are rivals. 82 

Ram. I am glad on't, and I wiſhthe old gentleman ſuc- 
| ceſs with all my heart. Io 


: Lap. How ! are 2 maſter's enemy? _ TP 
Ram. No, Madam, I am ſo much his friend that I had 
rather he ſhould loſe his miſtreſs than his humble ſervant, 


which muſt be the caſe, for I am determined againft a 
. | married family. I will never be ſervant to any man who 
is not his own maſter. 0 gs 


”Y 


Lap. Why truly, when one conſiders the caſe thorough- 


| ly, Lmuſt be of opinion that it would be more your maſ- 


ſter's intereſtto be this lady's ſon-in-law than her huſband; 


| for, in the firſt place, ſhe has but little fortune ; and if ſhe 


was once married to his ſon, I dare fwearthe old 8 
. 
Ram. And is the old gentleman in love? 5 
Lap. Oh profoundly ! delightfully ; oh that you had 
but ſeen him as I have ! with his feet tottering, his eyes 


| watering, his teeth chattering ! his old trunk was ſhaken 
With a fit of love juſt as if it had been a fit of an ague. 


Ram. He will have more cold fits than hot I believe. 
Lap. Is it not more advantageous for him to have a 


. | mother-in-law that ſhould open his father's beart to him, 


than a wife that would ſhur it againſt him? Beſides, it will 
be better for us all; for if the buſband were as covetous 


the devil he could not ſtop the hands of an eztravagant 
| Viſe: ſhe will always have it in her power to reward 


them who keep her ſecrets ; and when the huſband is old 
enough to be the wife's grandfather, ſhe has always ſecrets 
hat are worth concealing, take my word for it; ſo faith 


to intended only as a jeſt. * 
Nam. But do you think yon can prevail with her? 
vill ſhe not be apt to think ſhe loſes that by the exchange 
% which he cannot make her amends for?? 
Lap. Ah Ramilie! the difficulty is not ſo great to 
ce perſuade a woman to follow her intereſt: we gene rall 


I will eden ſer about that in earneſt which ] have lüther- 


© have that more at heart than vou men imagine; beſides, 
« we are extremely apt to liſten to one another; and 


„ whether you would lead a womantoruinor preſerve her 
« from it, the ſureſt way of doing either is by one of her 
down ſex. We are generally decoycd into the net by 
© birds of our own feather.” 5 


Kam. Well, if you do ſucceed in your undertaking you 
will allow this I hope, that I firſt put it into your head. 
Tap. Yes, it is true youdid mention it firſt : but I thought | 
of it firſt I am ſure ; 1 muſt have thought of it: but | will 
not loſe a moment's time; for notwithſtanding all T have 
ſaid young fellows are devils. Beſides, this has a moſt plau- | 
ſible tongue, and ſhould he get acceſs to Mariana, may do | 
in a few minutes what 1 ſhall never be able to undo as | 
s - wg ms 1lve. *** 
Kam. There goes the glory of all chambermaids.“ The 
jade has art, but it is quite overſhadowed by her vanity, 
* ſhe will get the better of every one but rhe perſon who. 
will condeſcend to praiſe her; for tho? ſhe be a moſt mer | 
* cenary devil, ſhe will ſwallow no bribe half ſo eager? | 
erv 


Luas flattery. The ſame pride which warms her fancy 


to cool her appetites, and therefore though ſhe have net | 
* ther virtue or beauty her vanity gives her both. And 
** this is my miſtreſs, with a pox to her ! Pray, what am 1 
in love with? but that is a queſtion fo few lovers can an- 


e {wer, that I ſhall content myſelf with thinking 1 am in 


love with le je ne ſpai quoi.” Match her who can. ¶ Ea. 


SCENE, Lovegold's houſe. 


FrterLovec oLD, FREDERICK, HaRRtET, Hrs. WISELY, | 


_ "and MARIANA. 


- 


Love. You ſee, Madam, what it is to marry extremely] 
young: here are a couple of tall branches for you almok| 
the age of man and woman; but ill weeds grow apace | 

Mrs. Hiſe. When children come to their age, Mr Lose 
gold, they are no longer any trouble to their parens: 


S. ES wma 


[ Exit. | 
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what I have always dreaded was to have married into a 


family where there were {mall children, 


Love, Pray give me leave, young lady: I have been told 
have no great averſion to ſpectacles: it is not that 
your charms do not ſufficiently ſtrike the naked eye, or 


that they want addition ; but it is with glaſſes we look at 


the ſtars, and Ill maintain you are a ſtar of beauty, that ie, 
the fineſt, brighteſt, and moſt glorious, of all ſtars, 
Mar. Harriet, I ſhall certainly burſt. Oh! nauſeous fil- 


thy fellow |! 


Love. What does ſhe {ay to you, Harriet? 
Her. She ſays, Sir, if the were a ſtar you ſhould be 
fure of her kindeſt influence. 5 | 
Love. Bow can I return this great honour you do me ? 
Mar. Ah! what an animal ! what a wretch ! 
Live. How vaſtly am I obliged to you for theſe kind 


 fentiments! 5 5 5 
Mar. I ſhall never be able to hold it out unleſs you keep 


him at a greater diſtancte. 5 
Love. li(tening.) 1 ſhall make them both keep their di- 


| ſtauce, Madam. Hark'e you, Mr. Spendall, why don't you 


come and make this lady ſome acknowledgment for the 
great honour ſhe does your father? . 
Fred. My father has indeed, Madam, much reaſon to be 


vain of his choice: you will doubtleſs be a very great ho- 


nour to our family; notwithſtanding which 1 cannot diſ- 


ſemble my real ſentiments ſo far as to counterfeit any joy 
I hall have in the name of Son- in- law; nor can I help ſay- 


ing, that if it were in my power I believe I ſhould make 


no ſeruple of preventing the match. 


Mar: I believe it indeed: were they to afk the leave of 


their children few parents would marry twics. 


Love. Why, you illbred blockhead, 1s that the compli- 
ment you make your mother-in-law ? ig 
Fred. Well, Sir, ſince you will have me talk in another 


[ ſtyle — ſufſer me, Madam, to put myſelf in the place of my 


father; and believe me when I ſwear to you I never ſaiy 
any one half ſo charming; that I can imagine no happi- 


\ *nefs equal to that of pleaſing you; that to be called your 


Huſband would be to my ears a title more bleſt, more glo- 
rious, than that of the greateſt of princes. ** The poſſeſſion 
* of you is the moſt valuable gift in the power of Fortune: 
that is the lovely mark to whichall my ambition tends; 


#8” b; 0 . „ . 
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there is nothing which I am not capable of undertaking 


« to attain fo great a blefling ; all difficulties, when you 1 


« zre the prize in purſuit ——*? 


Lowe. Hold, hold, Sir! ſoftly if you pleaſe ! 


At 1m © 


Hed. lam only laying a few civil things, Sir, for you | re 


to this lady. 


Love. Your humble forvans; Sir ! Lhave a tongueto ay 5 
civil things with myſelf: 1 have no need of ſuch an in- 
Jur. If your father could not ſpeak better for himſel | 16 
than bis h can for him I am afraid he wours meet with | 


terpreter as you are, {weet Sir! 


liutl- 2 {uccels. 


L:xve. 1 don't alk you, ladies. to drink any wine before | 


ſupper, leſt it ſuould ſpoil your ſtomachs. 


Fred. | have taken the liberty to order ſome ſweetmeats | 
Sir, and toka J. in the next room : I hope the ladies will 


exciife what 1s wanting. 


Ars IWife. There was ao neceſſity for ſuch a collation, | 
N ed. to Meriana.) Did yau ever lee, Madam, ſo finea | 


brilliant as that on my ſather's finger? 
Mar. It ſeems indeed to be a very fine one. 


Fred. You cannot judge of it, Ma dam, unleſs you were 
to {ee it nearer If you will give me leave, Sir. [Takes it of | 
from his father's finger and gives it to Mariana.) There is | 


no ſee ing a jewel while it is on the finger. 
Mrs Wiſe Mar.] It is really a prodigious fine one. 


+. ou. preventing Muri ina, who is going to return it.] No, | 
Madam, it is really in the beſt hands. My father, Madam, | 
intends it as a preſent to 88 therefore I hope you will | 


accept it. 
Lewe. preſent! 111 


Fred. Is it not, Sir, your a; to this lady that ſhe ] 


would wear this bauble for your ſake? 
Lowe. fo his ſon.) Is the devil in you? 


Fred. He makes — to me that [ would entreat * 


10 accept it. 
Mar. I ſhall not, upon my word. 
Fred. He will not receive it again. 
Love. 1 ſlrall run ſtark ſlaring mad ! 
Mar. I muſt infiſt on returning . 


Fred It would be cruel in ou to refuſe him; let me 
entr eat you, Madam, not to ſhock my poor father to luch 
a degree. 


e 


11 


ne- -- 
Þ þ 


| have one farthing left. 


nn 
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Mrs. IIiſe. It is ill breeding, child, to refuſe fo often. 

Love. Oh, that the devil would but fly away with this 
fellow ! 

Fred. See, Madam, what agonies he is in Jeſt you ſoul: 
return it It is not my fault, dear Sir! I do all I can to 
prevail with her—but ſhe i is — F or * 's ſake, 


Madam, keep it. 
. | 


Love. to His ſon.] Infernal villain! | 
Fred. My father will never forgive me, Mam, unlef bs 

I ſncceed : on my knees I Entreat you. | 
Lore. The cut throat! 2 
Mrs. Wiſe. Daughter, I proteſt you ks me afiames 


of you. Come, come, put up the ring, ſmce Mr. Ales 


gold is ſo uneaſy about it. 
Mar. Your commands, Madam, always de. rinjne n 


and 1 ſhall refuſe no longer. 


Love. I ſhall be undone ! I Willi I was ed * le i 


Enter Taves. 
James. Sir, there 1 is a man at the door who deſires i to 


ſpeak with you. 


Love. Tell him I am buf IANS pid him come anot! 
time-- bid him leave his brfineſs with you 
James. Muſt he leave the money he has bronght with 


me, Sir ? . | (Exit 7 James. 


Love. No, no, ſtay --tell him I come this inſtant. I a 


pardon, ladies. It wait on you again immediately. LZ 


red. Will you pleaſe, ladies, to walk inte the nexi 


room, and taſte the collation I was mentioning 2 : 
Mr. Thave ate too much fruit already this aiternoor.. 


Are. Wiſe. Really, Sir, this is an unneceſſary trouble; 


but ſince the tokay is provided I will taſte one glas. 


Har. L' wait on yon, Madam. 


[ Exeunt Mrs. Wi iſcly and Heorriet. 
Mar. Thar i is 2 mighty pretty picture over the door, 


Harriet; is it a family- piece, my dear? Ithink it has a great 
tal of you in it; are not you generally thought very like 
| t?—Heyday ! where is my mamma and your ſiſter gone 


Fred. They thought, Madam, we might have {ome bu- 
lnefs together, and ſo were willing to cave us alone. | 
Mar. Did they ſo? but as we happen to have no buli- 
nels t to. o;ether we may as well follow them. 
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but thoſe his miſtreſs throws in his way, ſhe is in the righ 
not to become too eaſy a conqueſt ; but were you as kind 
as I could wiſh, my father would ſtiil prove a ſufficient bar 
d ss dur happineſs, therefore it is a double cruelty in 
Mar. Our happineſs! how came your win Har tow 


mine to depend ſo on one another pray, whenthat of the 


mother and ſon-in-law are uſually fo very oppoſite ?” 


Fred. This is keeping up the play behind the curtain, | 
Your kin lneſs to him comes from the fame ſpring as your | 


cruelty to me. 


Mar. Modeſt enough! then I ſuppoſe you think both | 


fictitious. 


Fred. Faith, to be ſincere I do. Without arrogance, 1 | 
think I have nothing in me ſo deteſtable as ſhould make | 
you deaf to all I ſay, or blind to all I ſuffer. This l am | 


certain, there is nothing in him ſo charming as to capti- 
vate a woman of your ſenſe in a moment. 


| Mar. You are miſtaken Sir; money, money, the moſt | 
charming of all things; money, which will ſay more in 


one moment than the molt eloquent lover can in years. 


moured; but he is rich, rich, rich, rich, rich that one 


word contradicts every thing you can ſay againſt him; and 
if you were to praiſe a perſon for a whole hour, and end 
with, but he is poor, you overthrow all you have ſaid; | 


for it has long been an eſtabliſhed maxim, that he who is 
rich can have no vice, and he that is poor can have no 
virtue. | 


Fred. Theſe principlesare foreign to the real ſentiments | 
of Mariana's heart. I vow, did you but knory how ill a | 


reunterfeit you are, how awkwardly ill nature fits u 


you, you'd never wear it. There is not one ſo abandoned 

but that ſhe can affect what is amiable better than you can | - 
« what is odious. Nature has paintedin you the complexion | 
«of virtue in ſuch lively colours, that nothing but whatis | 


lovely can ſuit you or appear your own,” 
3 Enter HARRIET. | 23353 
Har. I left your mamma, Mariana, with Mr. Ceri 
mont, who is ſhewing her ſome pictures in the gallery: 
Well, have you told him? | | | 
Mar. Told him what? 


| THE MISER amm® 
Fred When a lover has no other obſtacles to ſurmount 


| 


[ 
Perhaps you will ſay a man is not young; I anſwer he is | 
rich; he is not genteel, handſome, witty, brave, good hu- 
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Har. Why what you told me this afternoon, that you 
loved him. 

Mar. I tell you Lloved him—Oh, barbarous falſehood ! 

Fred. Did you? could you ſay ſo2 Oh, repeat it to my 
face, and make me bleſsꝰd to that degree ! 

Hay. Repeat it to him, canu't you? How can you be 
ſo illnatured to conceal any thing irom another Which | 
would make him happy to know? 

Mar. The lie would choak me were I to ſay fo, | 
Has. Indeed my dear! you have ſaid you hated him ſo 
often that you need not fear that. But if ſhe will not dif- 
cover it to you herſelf, take my word for it, brother, ſhe 


is your own without any poſlibility oi loſing : ſhe is full as 
fond of you as you are of her. I hate this peeviſh, fooliſh, 


coyneſs in women, who will ſuffer a worthy lover to lan- 


1 guid and deſpair, when they need only put themſelves to 


pain of telling truth to make him eaſy. 
Mar. Give me leave to tell you, Miſs Harriet, this i is a 


treatment I did not expect from you, eſpecially i in your 


own houſe, Madam. I did not imagine I was invited hi- 
ther to be betrayed, and that you had entered into a plot 
with your brother againſt my reputation. 

Har. We form a plot againſt your reputation! 1wik 


you could ſee, my dear ! how prettily theſe airs becomes 


ee my word for it you would have no reaſon to 
in love with your fancy. 


Mar. I ſhould indead have no reaſon to bei in love with 


my fancy if it were fixed where you have infinuated | ir 


to be placed.” 

Har. If you have any reaſon, Madam, tc be aſhamed of 
your choice it is from denying it. My brother is every 
way worthy of you, Madam; and give me leave to tell you, 


if | can prevent it you ſhall not render him as ridiculous 
to the Town as you have ſome other of your admirers. 


Fred. Dear Harriet! carry it no farther ; * will ruin 


me for ever with her. 


Har. Away ! you do not know the ſex: her vanity wit! 
make you play the fool till ſhe deſpiſes you, and then con- 
tempt will deſtroy her affection for you——lt is a part 


| he has often played. 


Mar. am obliged to you however, 8 for the 
leſſon you have given me, how far I may depend on a 
woman's friendſhip : it will be my own fault if ever I am 
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deceived hercafter. "IM 
Hir. My friendſhip, Madam, naturally cools when] | 
diſcover its object leis worthy than 1 imagined her,—] | 
can never have any violent eſteem for one who would 
make herſelf unhappy to make the perſon who dotes on | 
ker more ſo; the ridiculous cuſtom of the world is a | 
excuſe for lach a behaviour; and in my opinion the cs. 
quette who ſacrifices the eaſe and reputation of as 
«s ſhe is able to an illnarur'd vanity, is a more odious, I am 
{ure the is a more pernicious, creature than the wretch 
whom fondneſs betrays to make her lover happy at the 
expenſe of her own reputation. | 
er nen.. 3 
25. Wiſe. Upon my word, Sir, vou have a moſt en- 
cellent taſte fer pictures. 
M r. I can bear this no longer: if you had been baſe | 
. ese to have given up all friendſhip and honour, good- 
direeqding ſhould have reſtrained you from uſing me after | 
_ this inhuman, cruel, barbarous, manner. [ 
Ars. Wife. Bleſs me, chüld! what's the matter? [ 
Har. Let me entreat you, Mariana, not toexpoſe your- | 
elt; you have nothing 10 complain of on his ſide, and 
| cherefo ore pray let the whole be a ſecret. | | 
Ar. A ſecret! no Madam: the whole world ſhall 
know bow I have been treated I thank Heaven I have it 
in my power to be revenged on you; and if I am not re- 
_venged on vou | 
Ted. See, ſiſter, was not I in the right? > did 1 not tell 
yon you would ruin me? 
Far. Courage! all will go well yet: you muſt not be | 
Frightened at 2 tew ſtorms: theſe are only blaſts that : 
carry a lover to his harbour. * 
| Enter Loy Eon. 2 
Jude. Luk your pardon; I have diſparched my buſi- | 
| neſs with all poſlible hatte, | 
Ars, I/. 1 did not expe, Mr. Lovegold, when we | ® 
were cd hither that y our children intended to affront 
Us. - 
Ive. Has any one fronted you, Madam? 1 
A « Wife. Your children, Sir, have uſed my poor girl Pic 
10 mM that they have bronght tears into her eyes. I can | 
afture You we are not ned tc be treated in this manner. | * 
My daughter 15 of as good 2 — | 
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Love. Out of my ſight, audacious vile wretches ! and 


let me never ſee you again. 
Fred. Sir, 1 
Love, I won't hear a word, and I wiſh I may never hear 


| Jo more. Was ever ſich impudence ! to dare, after what 


have told you— 

Har, Come, brother, perhaps 1 may give 5 ſome 
comfort. 

Fred. | fear you have deſtroyed it for ever. 

[ Exeunt Frederick and Fla riet. 

Love, How ſhall I make you amends for the rudeneſs 
you have ſuifered 2? Poor pretty creature! had they ſtolen 
my purſe I would almoſt as ſoon have pardoned ther. 


Mrs. Wiſe. The age is come to a nne paſs indeed if 
children are to controul the wills of their parents, If I 
would have conſented to a ſecond match 1 would have 
been glad to fee a child of mine oppole it. | 
| Love. Let us be married immediately, my dear! and if 
| after that they ever dare to offend you they ſhall ſtay no 
longer under my roof. 
irt. Iliſe. I ook'e, Mariana, I know your * | 
will appear a little ſudden, and not altogether conform 

eto thoſe nice rules of decorum of which I have been all 


* my life fo ſtrict an obſerver, but this is ſo prudent a 


4 match that the world will be apt to give you a diſpen- 
| *fation. When women ſeem too forward to run away 
L uvith idle young fellows, the world is, as it ought to be 
very ſevere on them; but when they only conſult their 
= * intereſt | in their conſent, though it be ever ſo quickly 


* given, we ſay La! who ſiſpetted | it? it was mi ighty pri- 
vately carried on! 


Mar. I reſign myſelf entirely over to your will, Ma- 


| © dam, and am at your diſpoſal.“ 


Mrs. Wiſe. Mr. Lovegold, my dau_hter is a little hy 


on this occaſion : you know your courtſhip has not been of 
my long date; but ſhe has conſidered your great merit, 


and I believe 1 may venture to give you her gonſent. 


Love. And ſhall 1? Hey! l begin to find mylelf the hap- 
pieſt man- upon earth! Od] Madam, you ſhall be a grand: 
an } 


mother within theſe tenm-nths---I ama very young fellow. 


Mar, If you were five years younger 1 mould utterly 
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love, The very creature ſhe vas deſcribed to be! No 
one jure ever ſoluckily found a mals of treaſure as I have, 
My pretty ſweet! if you will walk a few minutes in the 
garden I will wait on you; I muſt give . neceſſary 
orders to my clerk. 
Mrs. Me. We ſhall expect you with i impatience. 
Exeut Mariana and Mrs, Wiſely. 
| Lowe. Clerimort, come hither : you ſee the diſorder my 
houſe is like to be in this evening, I muſt truſt every thing 


to your care; ſee that matters be managed with as ſmall | 
expenſe as pollible. My extravagant ſon has ſent for fruit, 
- {weetmears, and tokay. Take care what is not eat or drank | 


be returned to the rradeſpeople. If you can fave a bottle 
of the wine let that be ient back too; and put up what is 


ett, if part of a bottle, in a pint: that I will keep for my 
own drinking when I am fick. Be ſure that the ſervants | 
ot my gueſts be not aſked tocome farther than the hall, for 
fear lome of mine ſhould aſk them to cat. I traſt every | 


thing to you, 


Cler. I hall take all the care poſſible, Sir : but there is 
one thin * this entertainment of your's which gives me 


! inexprefil ble pain. 


Lone. What is that prithee ? 


cler. That is, the cauſe of it. Give me leave, Sir, tobe | 
toe on this occaſion, I an: ſorry a man of your y ars and 
prudenee ſhould be prevailed on to ſo indiſcreet an action | 
_ «4+ 1 fear this marriage will be called. 
Love, I know ſhe has not quite ſo great a fortune as ] | 


might expect, | 
(r. Has ſhe any pare Sir? 


ede. Oh, yes, yes; | have been very well aſſured that 


her mother i is in very good circumſtances, and you know 


dne is her only daughter Beſides, he has ſeveral quali- 
ties which will fave a fortune; and à penny ſaved is 3 


penny got. Since | find ] have great occaſien for a 


wife, I might have ſearched all over this Town and not | 


have got Fae cheaper.” 
Cler, Se 


Jer. Sure, Sir, you do not know 
Love, In clothes two hundred more 
C.er. There is not, Sir, in the whole enn 


— - co 0c - «co => ea” 


ou are in a dream, Sir; me fr a n | 
Love. In the article of a table at leaſt two hundred 
| pouads- a-Year, | 


Love, In jewels one hundred; play five hundred: theſe q 


E =. 
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have been all proved to me; beſides all that her mother 

is worth. In ſhort, I have made a very prudent choice. 
cler. Do but hear me, Sir, | 
Love. Take a particular care of the family my good 


N boy. Pray, let there be nothing waſted, [Exit Love. 
Cler. How vainly do we ſpend our breath while paſſion 
nuts the ears of thoſe we talk to. I thought it impol- 


« ſible for any thing to have ſurmounted his avarice ; but! 
« find there is one little paſſion which reigns triumphant 


uin every mind it creeps into, and whether a manbe co- 


« yetous, proud, or cowardly, it is in the power of wo- 
man ko make him liberal, humble, and brave. Sure 


I this young lady will not let her fury carry her into the 


arms of a wretch ſhe deſpiſes; but as ſhe is a coquette there 
is no anſwering for any of her actions. I will haſten to 

Jerick with what I have heard. Poor man? 
« how little ſatisfaction he finds in his miſtreſs compared 


| *© to what I meet in Harriet! Love to him is miſery, to 
e me perfect happineſs. Women are always one or the 
e other 3 they are never indifferent. &s | - 5 


„ Whoever takes for better or for worſe 


Meets with the greateſt blefling or the greateft curſe,” [Exit. | 


—— 


* 


| . : 

| Scrn r, a hall in Lovegold's heuſe. 
” FarEDERICK and RAMILI1E. : 

FREDERICK. | 


f | How: Lappet my enemy! and can ſhe attempt to 1 
ward Mariana's marriage with father? 


Kam. Sir, upon my honour it is true: ſhe told it me in 
the higheſt confidence; a truſt, Sir, which nothing but 


the inviolable friendſhip I have for you could have pre- 


vailed with me to have broken, | 

Fred. Sir, I am your moſt humble ſervant ; I am infi- 

nitely obliged to your friendſhip. . 
Ram, Oh Sir! but really I did withſtand pretty conſi- 

derable offers: for, would you think it, Sir? the jade had 

the impudence to attempt to engage me too in the affair. 


I believe, Sir, you would have been pleaſed to have heard 


tue anſwer I gave her: Madam, ſays I, do you think if 
had no more honour I ſhould have no greater regard to my 


WMereſt? It is my intereſt, Madam, ſays I, to be honeſt: 


for my maſter is a man of that generoſity, that liberality 

that bounty, that I am ſure he will never ſuffer any ſervam 
oſ his to be a loſer by being true to him. No, no, ſays I, 
| let him alone for rewarding a ſervant when he is but once 
1 aſſured of his fidelity. 3 


Fred. No demands now, Ramilie; I ſhall find a time to 


reward you. 8 8 a 
Kam. That was what I told ber Sir. Do youthink, ſays I, 


} that this old raſcal, (L aſk your pardon, Sir) that this hunks, | 
4 my maſter's father, will live for ever? And then, ſays I, do 


you think my maſter will not remember his old friends? 


bring her over. 


bea tele bm. 
; Fred. Can you do that? 


| Ram. Never fear it, Sir; I warrant my lies keep even | 
pace with her's. But, Sir, I have another plot; I don't 
- queſtion but before you ſleep I ſhall put yon in poſſeſſion | 


of ſome thouſands of your father's money. 

Fred. He has done all in his power to provoke me to it; 

but [ am afraid that will be carrying the jeſt too far. 

have any qualms ofconſcience you may return it him again: 
Fred Well, well, I believe there is little danger of thy 


is that only which cauſes my preſent pain. 


Enter C1,cnimwonT. 
thou haſt a good one. | 


the houſe. I have news for you which will give ine pain to 
diſcover, tho? it is necefſar y you ſhould know it. In ſhort, 
Mariana has determined to marry your father this even- 
ing. | 
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Fred. Well; but, dear Sir, let us have no more of your | 
rhetorick go and fetch Lappet hither ; Ill try if Icannt | 


Kam Bring her over! a fig for her, Sir ! I have a plot 1 
worth fifty of your's. Pll blow her up with your father: | 
I'll make him believe juſt the contrary of every word ſhe [ 


Ram. Sir, I will undertake to make it out that robbing | 
nim is a downright meritorious act. Beſides, Sir, if you | 


your having poſſeſſion. of it will bring him to any terms. | 
ſtealing any thing from him; ſo about the firit affair; it 


Ram. Fear nothing, Sir, whilſt Ramilie is your friend. | 
RP | 8 5 Exit Þ 


Fred. If impudence can give a title to ſucceſs I am ſure | 


Cler. Oh Frederick II have been looking for you all over 


Fred. How ! oh Clerimont ! is it poſſible ? curſed be the | 


= 
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politicks of my ſiſter! ſhe is the innocent occaſion of this. 

And can Mariana, from a pique to her, throw herſelf 
away? Dear Clerimont ! give me ſome advice; think on 
ſome method by which I may prevent, at leaſt defer, this 
match ; far that moment which gives her to my father will 


ſtrike a thouſand daggers in my heart. 
cClar. Would I could adviſe you! But here comes one Who 


is more likely to invent ſome means for your deliverance. 
| Fred. Ha! Lappet. 
Enter Layetr, | 

Lap. Heyday ! Mr. Frederick, you ſtand with your 


Len acroſs, and look as melancholy as if there was a fu- 


Px on in the houſe inſtead of a wedding. 
"i 


This wedding, Madam, will prove the occaſion 

1 - my funeral; I am 2 to you for being inſtrumen⸗ 
tal to it. | 
Lad. Why, trul y, if you conſider the caſe rightly [ think 

you are: it will be much more to your intereſt to _ 
1 Fred. Miſtreſs, undo immediately what you have done, 
\ | prevent this match which you have forwarded, or by all 
- | thedevils which inhabit that heart of your's- | 
Lap. For Heaven's ſake, Sir! you do not intend. to 


#7 kill me ? 


©s ow WH 


=” 
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Fred. ** What could drive your villainy to attempt to 


*rob me of the woman I dote on more than life? what 
could urge thee, when I truſted thee with my paſſion, 


| ©whenlT have paid the moſt extravagant uſury for money 
| * tO bribe thee to be "ay friend, what could {way thee to 
| ® betray me? 


Lap. As I hope to be ſav'd, Sir, whatever I have done 
was intended for your ſervice. 


* utmoſt art to perſuade my father into this match. 
Er. & If Idid, Sir, it was all with a view towards your 
© intereſt ; v if l have done any thing to prevent your hav- 


| " ing her, it was becauſe I thought you would do better 


* without her. 


Fred. Wouldſt thou to ſave my life tear out t my heart? 
* and doſt thou like an impudent inquiſitor, whilſt thou 


* art deſtroying me aſſert it is for my own ſake?” 
Lap Be but appeas'd, Sir, and let me recover out of this 
terrible fright you have put me into, and I will engage 


| tomake you eaſy yet. 


Fred. elt is vain to deny it; I know thou haſt uſed thy 


3 8 
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cler. Dear Frederick! adjourn your anger for a while 
at leaſt: I am ſure Mrs. Lappet is not your enemy in her 


heart; and whatever ſhe has done, if it has not been for | 


your ſake, this I dareconfidently affirm it has been for her 


own: “ and | have ſogoodan opinion ofher, that the mo- 


ment you ſhew her it willbe more her intereſt toſerye you 
than to oppoſe you, you may be ſecure of her friendſhip. 
Fred. But has ſhe not already carried it beyond retrieval? 


Lap. Alas Sir! I never did any thing yet ſo effeQually | 


but that I have been capable of undoing it ; nor have { 


ever ſaid any thing ſo poſitively but that I have been able 


as poſitively to unſay it again. As for truth LI have ne- 
glected it fo long that I often forget which ſide of the 
queſtion it is of ; beſides, I look on it to to be fo very 
inſignificant towards ſucceſs, that I am indifferent whether 
it is for me or againſt me. 2 


_ - Fred. Let me intreat you, dear Madam ! to loſe no time | 


_ —— 


— 


ens a; - 


in informing us of your many excellent qualities; but | 
_ conſider how very precious our time is, ſmce the marri- | 


age is intended this very evening. 
Lap. That cannot be. | 


cler. My own ears were witneſſes to her conſent. 


Lap. That indeed may be but for the marriage it | 


cannot be, nor it ſhall not be. 
Fred. How! how will you prevent it? + 
Lab. By an infallible I have. But, Sir, Mr. Cleri- 
mont was mentioning a certain little word called Intereſt 
juſt now. I ſhould nor repeat it to you, Sir, but that really 


© . * & XX JV 20 


one goes about a thing with ſo much better a will, and 


one has ſo much better luck in it tov, when one has got 


ſome little matter by it. Done ci 
Fred. Here, take all the money I have in my pocket, and 


on my marriage with Mariana thou ſhalt have fifty more. 


lap. That is enough, Sir; if they were half married a. 
ready I would unmarry them again. I am impatient till l 


am about it,—Oh, there is nothing like gold to quicket | 


a woman's capacity! [ Exit. 


Fred. Doſt thou think I may place any confidence in 
what this woman fays ? HH e | 


_ Cler. Faith I think ſo. I have told you how dexteroull | 


me managed my affairs. I have ſeen ſuch proofs of her c- 
Pacity that I am much eaſter on your account than I. 
Fred, My own heart is ſomething lighter too. Oh Cl: 


n 


EE 


« 
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rimont ! how dearly do we buy all the joys which we re- 


ceive from women! 


Cler. ** A coquette's lover generally Pays very ſeverely 
indeed: his game is ſure to lead him a long chaſe, and 


4 if he catches her at laſt ſhe is hardly worth carrying 


« home—You will excule me. 5 
Fred. It does not affect me, for what appears a co- 
« quette in Mariana is rather the effect of ſprightlineſs 
„and youth than any fixed habit of mind; ſhe has got 
good ſenſe and good-nature at the bottom. 


Aer. e If ſhe has good -h nature it is at the bottom indeed, 
4 for I think the has never diſcovered any to you. 


fred. Women of her beauty and merit have ſuch a 
variety of admirers that they are ſhocked to think of 
giving up all the reſt by fixing on one. Belides, ſu many 
« pretty gentlemen are continually attending them, and 


n whiſpering ſoft things in their ears, who think all their 
| & ſervices well repaid by a courteſy or a ſmile, that they 


4 are ſtartled, and think a lover a moſt unreaſonable crea- 


|} © ture who can imagine he merits their whole perſon. 


cler. They are of all people my averſion ; they are a 


A fortof ſpaniels, whotho'they have no chance of running 
don the hare themſelves often ſpoil the chaſe. I have 


« known one of theſe fellows purſue half the fine women 


| in Town without any other deſign than of enjoying them 


«all in the arms of a ſtrumpet. It is pleaſant enough to ſee 


| © them watching the eyes of a woman of quality half an 


«hour to get an opportunity of making a bow to her. 
Fred. Which ſhe often returns with a ſmile, or ſome 


4 more extraordinary marks of affection, from a charita- 


ble deſign of giving pain to her real admirer, who tho? 
© he can't be jealous of the animal is concern'd to ſee her 
* condeſcend to take notice of him, 
es Enter HARRIET. 's 
Hur. I ſuppoſe, brother, you have heard of my good 
© father's economy, that he has reſolv'd to join two en- 
* tertainments in one—and prevent giving an extraordi- 
« nary wedding-ſupper. 
Fred. Yes, I have heard it, and 1 hope have taken 
s meaſures to prevent it. 
Har. Why, did you believe it then? 
Fred.“ I think I had no longer room to doubt 
Har. I would not believe it if 1 were to ſee them in. 
bed together,” 
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Fred. Heaven forbid it 
Har. ** So ſay I too; Heaven forbid I ſhould have ſuch 


« a mother-in-law ! but I think if ſhe were wedded into 


any other family you would have no reaſon to lament 


the loſs of ſo conſtant a miſtreſs. _ * 


Fred. Dear Harriet ! indulge my weakneſs. 5 
Har. I will indulge your weakneſs with all my heart 
but the men ought not; for they Are ſuch lovers as 
you who ſpoil the women, —Come, if you will bring 
„Mr. Clerimont into my apartment I'll give you a diſh 


 * of rea, and you ſhall have ſome ſal volatile in it, tho? you 


© have no real cauſe for any depreſſion of your ſpirits, for l 


dare ſwear your miſtreſs is very ſafe z and l am ſure 


« if the were to be loſt in the manner you apprehend ſhe 
would be the beſt loſs you ever had in your life. 


ler. „ Oh Frederick! if your miſtreſs were but equal 
to your ſiſter you might well be called the happieſt of | 


_ © mankind,” 5 SE . 
Enter MARIAN A and LAP PTT. 


Lap. Ha, ha, ha! and fo yon have perſuaded the old [ 


lady that you 41 intend to have him? | 

ar. I tell you 1 do really intend to have him. 
Lap. Have him! ha, ha, ha! for what do you intend to 
have him: 5 | _ 


Mar. Have I not told you already that Iwill marry him? 2 


Lap. Indeed you will not. 
you ſo? and did ſhe ſend you hither to perſuade me 
againſt the match > 5 . 
Lap. What ſhould you marry him for ? As for his 
riches, you might as well think of going hungry to a fine 
entertainment where you were ſure of not being ſuftered 
to eat; the very income of your own fortune will be 
more than he will allow you Adieu fine clothes, operas, 
plays, aſſemblies ; adieu dear quadrille—And to what have 
you ſacrificed all theſe?—not to a huſband—for whatever 
'm ſure. : T 1 
Mar. This is a liberty, Madam, I ſhall not allow you 3 
if you intend to ſtay in this houſe you mult leave off theſe 
pretty airs you have lately given yourſelf — Remember 
you are a ſervant here, and not the miſtreſs. as you have 
en ſufſered to affect. ' : 8 


you make of him you will never make a haſband of him : 


Mar. How, Mrs. Impertinence, has your miſtreſs told 


Lap. You may lay aſide your airs too, good Madam ! 


if you come to that, for 1 ſhall not deſire to ſtay in this 


houſe when you are the mitftreſ; of it. 
Mar. It will be prudent in you not to put on your uſual 
inſolence, to me, for if you do your maſter nail puniſh 
you for it. Rh 3 85 L 
Lab. 1 have one comfort, he will not be able to puniſh 
me half fo much as he will you; the worſt he can do to 
me is to turn me out of the honſe—but you he can keep 
in it. Wiſe to an old fellow! faugh! 
| Mar. If Miſs Hariet ſent you on this errand, you may 
return and tell her her wit is ſhallower than I inaginel :: 
Land ſince ſhe has no more experience, I believe I {ha.! 
ſend my daughter-in-law to ſchool again. | Exit. 


Lap. Hum! you will have a ſchoolmaſter at home. 


| begin to doubt whether this ſweet-temper'd creature W 
vot marry in ſpite at laſt. I have one project more to pra- 
I vent ber, and that T will ſet about inſtautly, [Lon 
M „ 7. Þ | 
Enter LovecoLD and Ars. Wisriy. 

| Lone. I cannotbe eaſy ; I muſt ſettle ſomething upon her. 


Mrs Wiſe, Believe me, Mr. Lovegold, it is unneceſſiry ;_ 


| when you die you will leave your wife very well provided 
tor. | . „ 5 | 
| Love. Ind: ed I have known ſeveral lywſnits happen on 
theſe accounts; and ſometimes the whole has been thrown 
| away in diſputing to which party it belonged I thall not 


leep in my grave while a ſet of villainous lawyers are 


| dividing the little money I have among them. 
Mr. IIe. I know this old fool is ford enough now to 
| come to any terms; but it is ill truſting him: violcu: 
palſions can never laſt long at his years. [Allie 
Love, What are you conſidering? 4 


Ars. Wiſe. Mr. Lovegold, I am ſure, knows the wor! 


| too well to have the worle opinion of any woman fron: 
| ter prudence ; therefore I muſt tell you this delay of the 

match does not at all pleaſe me: it ſeems to argue your in- 
clination abatc.!, and lo it is better to let the treaty end 


here. My daugliter Las a very good offer now, which were 


me to rc fult on your account, ſte would make à very 11- 
diculous figure in the world after you had left Ler. 


E 


AR . T HE MISER, 49 


59 THE MIS ER. 


Lye, Alas, Madam! I love her better than Wy thin 


almoſt upon the face of the earth: this delay is to ſceure 


her a cood joĩnture. 1 am not worth the money the world 
fays ; I am not indeed. 125 
Mrs Ie. Well, Sir, then there can be no harm, for the 
fatisfaction both of her mind and mine, in your ſigning a 
Small contract, which can be prepared unmediately. 
Lime. What ſignifies ſignin_ Madam? 


Mr: Wiſe I ſee, Sir, you don't care for it, ſo there is 


no harm done: and really this other is ſo very advanta- 


geous an offer that I don't know whether I thall not be | 


Hlam'd for reſuſing him en any account. 
Love. Nay, but be not in haſte ; what would you have 
nie ſign? 1 : 


Urs. Wiſe. Only to perform your promiſe of marriage. 


Tore. Well, well, let your lawyer draw it up then, and 
mine ſhall look it over. _ 


Mrs. Wiſz. 1 believe my lawyer is inthe houſe ; li go | 


to him and yet it done inſtantly, and then we will give 


this gentleman a final aniwer. I aſſure you he is a very | 
- advantapeous offer. „% 

ume. As Iiutend to marry this girl there can be noharm | 
in ſigning the contract: her lawyer draws it up, fo I ſhal! 


be at no expenſe, for | can get mine to look it over for 


nothing. 1 thould have done very wiſely indeed to have 1 


entitled her to a third of my fortune, whereas I will not 
make her jointure above a tenth |! I proteſt it is with ſome 
difficulty that I have prevailed with myſelf to put off the 
match.: I ara more in love I find than I ſuſpected. 

95 | Enter LavPET. 


Lap. Oh, unhappy miſerable creature that I am! what Il 


hall 1 do? whither mall I c02 | : 
Love. What's the matter, Lappet? 


Lap. To have been innocently aſſiſting in betraying ſo 


good a man! fo good a maſter !'fo good a friend! 
Lope. Lappet, I ſay. „ 


itz 1 ſhall never eat, drink, or fleep-——{[R-:ms againſt him. 


Love. One would think you were walking in your fleep | 
now, What can be tne meaning of this > „ 

Lap. Oh Sir - you are undone, Sir! and I am undone! 

Love, How ! what ! has any one robb'd me? have L lol: 
any thing ? . | 


{ap. I ſhall never forgive myſelf; I ſhall never outlive | 
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Lap No Sir; but you have got ſomething, 


Love. What? What! ? 

Lap. A wite Sir. 
Lee. No, | have not yet but Why 

- Lap. How Sir! are you not war rĩied? 

Love. No. 

Ia. That is the happieſt word I ev er heard come ont 
of your mouth. 
L Cove. Lhare, for ſome particular reaſons, put OX the 
match fora ſw days. 

— Lap. Yes, Sir ; and for fome particular realons you ſhall 

t off the match for a few Journ. 

Love. What do you ſay > 

Lap. Oh Sir ! this affair has almoſt determined me ne- 
ver to engage in matrimonial matters again. I have been 


finely deceived in this lady! I told you, Sir, ſhe had an 


eſtate in a certain country; but I find it 1s all a cheat, Sir; 
the devil of avy eſtate has ſhe ! 


Live. How ! not any eſtate at all! how can i the live then? > 


Lap. Nay Sir, Heaven knows how half the nn ta in 
this Town live. 


Love. However, it is an excellent good quality ina wo- 
man to be able to live without an eſtate. She that can. 


make ſomething out of nothing will niake a little gon 


I great way, lam torr) ſhe has no fortune ; but conſide r- 


20g all ber ſaving qualities, Lappet 


Lap. All an impoſition Lir; ſhe is the molt extravagant 


wretch upon earth. 
Love. How ! how! extravagant? 


Lap. U tell you, Sir, ſue is downright extravagance itſelf. 


Leve, “ Can it be poſſible after what yon told me. 

Lap Alas, Sir! that was only a cloak thrown over 
her real inclinations *? 

Luve, How was it poſſiole for you to be deceived in her? 


Love. Alas, Sir! ſhe would have deceived any one upon, 


earth, even you yourſelf : for, Sir, during a whole fort- 
night, ff.:ce you have been in love with her, flie has made 
it her w hole bulineſs to conceal her extr RVASALCE 2 and ap- 
Pear thrift y: 

Tce. That is a good ſyn tho?, Lippet, let me tell Yeu 
that is a good fign ; right habits as well as wrong are got 
by aſſecting them: and the who could be thrifty : a whole 


fortnight gives lively hopes that ſhe may be brongs to 


E 2 


THE ISE N. * 
e {0 as long as the lives. 

Lap She , Hob play to diſtraction ; it is the only viſible 
way in the world ihe has of a living. | 

Leave She muſt winthen, Lappet z and play, when people 
2 ay the be f 0. the game, is no ſuch very bad thing. Be- 
aides, as ihe plays only to ſupport herſelf, when ſhe can 
de ſupported without it ſhe may leave it off. 

Jap. To ſupport her extravagance, in dre ſõ particular- 
7 ; why, don't you ſee, Sir, ſhe is dreis'd out to-day Te 

« princels ? 

ve. It may de the effect of prudence in a young wo- 

27 to dreſs in order to get a huſband; and as that is ap- 

p. arently her motive, when ſhe is married that motive 


F- 
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ceaſes : and to ſay the truth ſhe is in di ſour 8 a very ptu- 


Get: : young woman. 
Ip. Think of lier extravagance» 

Je. A woman of the greateſt modeſty. 
Tap. And extravagance. 
Bde. She has really a very fine ſet oſ teeth. 
Lap. She will have all the teeth out of your bead, 
Lu. I never ſaw finer eyes. 

Lab. Ske will eat you out of houſe and home. 

Love. Charming hair. 
Lap. She will ruin you, 


Jour. Sweet kiſſing lips, ſwelling wall ard the fineſt | ' 


Hape that ever was embraced. [Catching Lap. in his arms. 
Lap. On Sir! I am not the lady—Was ever ſuch an old 
Soar. Well Sir, I fee youare determin'd on the match, 
ud { I defire you would pay me my wages, I cannor 
bear to ſee the ruin of a family in which I have lived ſo 
long that I have contracted is great afriendihip for it as if 


at was my own. Icann't bear to ſee waſte, riot, and extra- 


vagance; to fee all the wealth a poor haneſt induſtrious 
gentleman has been raifing all his life time ſquandered 


away in A year vr two in feaſts, balls, muſic k, cards, clothes, 
jew els—lt would break my heart to ſce my poor old mal. 


ler eat out by a ſet of ſingers, fiddlers, milliners, mantua- 
makers, niercers, toyraen, jewelers, fops, cheats, rakes 


to lee his guineas fly about like quſt, all Lis ready 


money paid in one morning to one tradefman, his whole 
| ſtock in the funds ſpent in gue half year, all hie land iwal- 
lowed down in another, all his old gold, nay, the very plate 
which he had 11 his family time 65 cf wind, w bich has 


1 


Ca 


fe 
fa 
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deſcended from father to ſon ever ſince the flood, © to lee 
even that diſpoſed of.” What will they have next I won- 
der, when they have had all tharhe is worth in the world, 
+ and leſt the poor old man without any thing to furniſh. 
his old age with the neceſſaries of life? - Will they be con- 
tented then? or will they tear out his bowels and eat them 


too! (Es buſt into tears.) The laws are cruci to pnt it 


in the power of a wife to ruin her huſband in this manner 


| —And will any one tell that fuch a womanas this is hand- 


ſome ?2—W hat are a pair of ihiuing eyes, When they muit 
be bought with the los of all one's n old gold? ) 

Lyve. Oh, my poor old gold © 1 

Tab. Perhaps ſhe has a fine {et of teeth. 

Lade. My poor plate, that I have hoarded w ith fo much. 
care ! 

Lap. Or I'll grant ſhe may have a mo! ft Femtiful ſh Pe. 

Love. My deir lands and tenement ss 
Ip. What are the roſes on her cheeks, or lilli ies in her 
neck | 
Love, My poor | India bonds, bearings at dealt three and 

a half per cent / 

Lap. A fine excuſe indeed when a man is ruined by his 
wife to tell us he has married a beauty | 

Enter a Lawyer, © | 

Lv. Sir, the contract is ready ; my clicnt has Gor ſor 
the counſel on the other ſide, and he is nov; be lou EX 
mining it 

Lor Get you out of my doors, you vin ain! you and 
your client too; I'll contract you witu a pox ! 

Law. He PE + ' ſure you are nun compes mentis. 

Le. Ro, ſirrah; Thad like to have been non c. 
mentzs, but I have had the good luck to eſcape it. Go and 
tell your client J have diſcovered her; bid her take ber r 
advantageaus offer, for | ſhall ſign nG contratts e 
Law. This is the ſtran zeſt thing 1 have inet with i in 
my whole courſe of practi: >, 

Love. q very much obliged to you, Lappert; ; in deed 
lam very much oliged to you. 
lab. 1 am ture, Sir, have a very great | ſ: atiefaction i in 

&rving you, an 1 hope you will conſider of th.» little: 

ir that I mentioned to you to-day about my cout, 
Lye, lam very much oblige d to vou. 


- 3 
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Lip. Ihope, Sir, you won't ſuffer me to be ruined when 


I hive pre . ed you from it, 
Tode. Hey! [Appearing deaf, 


Lap. You know, Sir, that in Weſtmiaſter-hall 1noney 4 


and ri glit ate always on the ſame fide. 


Lowe. Av, ſo they are; very true, lo they are; andthere- 


fore no ore can take too much care of his money. 

Lap. Tue ſmalleſt matter of money, Sir, would do me 

an, intinite ſervice. 

3 tiey ! what? 

Jap. A imall matter of money, Sir, would do me a 
creat kindneſs. 
_ {+:ve, Oho! I have a very great kindneſs for vou; in- 
gued I have a very great kindneſs for you. 

Lap. Vox take your kindne!s Il am only loſing time; 
there's nothing to be gut out of him; fo Ill even do Fre- 
derick, ard fee what the report of my tuccels will do there. 

Ah, would I were marrie ae thee myſelf! [ Exit, 


took at the T reCIpICe * ho nit bei Jug giddy. 
Enter Ravi IE. 


enter within theſe walls? ) 


Chick after v7 hat has happered you have no great title to 
my ſriendfhip: but! don t kn o how it is, Sir, there is 
ſomething mother about you which ſtran ngely engages my 
alte. ctions, and which, togen er with the friendſhip I bave 


1409 picvent that, vir, is the whole and ſole occaſion 
91 bes c ming Within your doors. Did not a certain lady, 
| alted Mrs. Lappet, d-nart from you juſt wow? 
Zoe. What if the dey Grrah ? 
Rem. Has ſhe not, Sir, been talking to you about a 
zoung lady Whele name is Mariana? 
Leer. W eil, and iy hat then? 


Fou nas been neither more nor leſs than a moiſt confoun- 
dd lic, as is indeed every word the ſays; for I don't 
believe, Upon a 120deſt calculation, ſhe has told ſix truths 
ae Be |. £ been in the honſe. She is made 1.7 of hes: 
ner father was an attorney, and her mother was cham- 
tr vid tea mad of hononr: the firft word the ſooke 


Love Wat a prodi_ious efcape have I had! ] cannot 


Ram. Truly, Sir, LI can ſcarce!” reconcileit to myſelſ: I 


ber your on, won't let me tufter you to be impoſed upon; 


Kam. Why then, Sir, every ſingle ſyllable me has told 


Love, Who | is that? Cin i, you, ficrzh? ? how care you 1 


. happieſt of manki 


| 
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uns a lie, and fo will be the laſt, I know Ge las protend- 
ed a great affection for you, that's one lie, and eveiy thing 
| the has (aid of Mariana is another, | 


Lore. How ! how ! are vou lure of this 2 


Ram. Why, Sir, ſhe and I laid the pln together; that 
one time indeed | myſelf was forced to deviaten little front 
the truth, but it was with a good detiyn; the jade pretend- 


ed to me that it was out of friendſhip to my mater; ther 
it was becauſe ſhe thought ſuch a match would not be at all 


| to his intereſt ; but alas, Sir! I know her triend hip be- 


gins and ends at home, and that the has friend{iip toc 
no perſon living but zerlelt.” Why, Sir, do but look 


| at Mariana, Sir, and ſee whether you can think her ſuch 
a ſort of M man as ſhe has deſcribed her to you. 


ore. Indecd fhe has appeared to me always in a difte- 


rent light. I do believe what you lay. This jade has been 
| bribed by my children to impoſe upon me. I forgive thee 
all that thou haſt done for this one fecvice. I will 50 and 


deny all that I ſaid to the lawyer, and put an end to every 


thing this moment. I knew it was impoſſible ſhe could be 
„ F 
Nam. And IL will go find out my maſter, mike him the 
nd, ſqueeze his purſe, aud then get 


ſuch a ſort of a woman. 


drunk for the honour of all party- coloured politicians. 
5 SCENE, the Hall. SON 
Fnter FxaFDERICK entlapper, 


| Fred. Fxcellent Lappet ! 1 ſhall never think I have fuf- 
| ficiently rewarded you for what you have done. 
Lap I have only done half the bulineſs vet :Ihave,] be- 


lie ve, eſſe tually broke off the match with your father. 


| Now, Sir, I ſhall make up the matter between you and her. 

Fred. Do but that, dear girl! and I'll coin myſelf into 
—_— ĩͤ . 

Lab. Keep yourſelf for your lady, Sir; ſhe will take all 


tha: {ort of coin I warrant her: as for me, 1 ſhallbe much 


more eaſily contented. 


Fred But vt hopes canſt thou have? for I, alas! ſee 


none, 5 


Lad. Oh Sir! it is more eaſy to make half-a-dozen 


matches than to break one, and to {ay the truth it is an 
office I myiclf like better. There is ſomething methinks 
* ſo pretty in bringing young people together that are 
* fond of one another I proteſt, Sir, you will be a mighty 


- 
; 
] 
ie 
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_ ** handſome couple. How fond you will be of a little girl 


te exact picture of her mother! and how fond will the 
be of a boy to put her iu mind of his father! 


Fr ed. 6 Death ! you jade, you have 11 ed my imagina- . | 


„ tjou.” 


=» hugely ;'l am ſurpriſed they are not all together by the 
ears already. 
Enter RAMILIE, 


Ram, Oh, Madam, I little expected to have found you | 
and my maſter together, after what as happened; | did 


not think you had the aſſurance ——— 


Fred. Peace, Ramilie ! all is well, and Lappet is the | 


beſt frierd I have in the world. 


Kam Les Sir, all is well, indeed; no thanks to her < | 
40 hapyy is the mailer that has a good ſervant; a good . 


+& ſervant is certainly the greateſt treaſure in this world: 
«I have done jour buſineis for you, Sir; 1 have ruſtrat- 


ed tall me has been dojiny, denv'd all the ha: been tell- | 


ing tin :“ in thovt, dir \Tobſerved 1. er l:dythip in a long 
conference with the old 'centleman. Te iche y t your itt 
tereſt as you may imagine; ro ſooner 5 he gone than I 


ſteps in, d made the old gentleman bell eve every ſingle 
ſyllabie ſho hod told him to be a m ſt confounded lie, * 4 
away he is gone, fully armin te put an end to the 


_ affair. 


Lap. And ſign the contract: ſo now , Sir, you : are rained | 


without reprieve. | 
Fred. Death and damnation ! fool! villain! 

Ram, Heyday ! what is the meaning of this? have I 
done any more than you command d me? 

Fred. Nothing but my curſcd ſtars could have contrived 
ſo damned an acc:dent. 

Fam. Youcannot blames me, Sir, * hateverhas happened. 


Fred. I don t blame you Sir, nor ny ſelf, nor any one, | 


Foꝛ tune has ma ked me out f.r miſery : but I will be ro 


longer idle : ſince I am to d be ruined Il meet my deſtrue- | 


tion, | — 8 
| [They Hand fe me Nine in (i 1 PR ing at each other. 

Lap. I give you joy, Sir, of the ſucccls of your negoti- 
ation : you have approved yourſelf a moſt able perſon 
truly; and I dare {wear when your Kill is once known 
you will. not want employment. 


Lap. Bn methinke I want to have the hurricane begin | | 


. 


me to your mal 
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Rum. Do not triumph, good Mrs. Lappet! a politician 


way m.ke a blunder ; I am ſure no one can avoid it that 
is employed with yon, for you change ſides fo often that 
lis impollivle to tell at any time which ſide you are on. 


Lep Andpray, Sir, what was the occaſion of betraying 
boy for he has told me all? 
Ram. Conſcience, couſcience ! Mrs. Lappet, the great 


uide of all iny actions; I could not find in my heart to 


t him loſe his miſtreis. 1 85 
Lap. Your maſter is very much obliged to you indeed, 


| to loſe your own in order to preferve his. From hence- 


I forth forbid all your addreſſes, I diſown all obligations, 


1 N 
— a 


| I revoke all promiſes; hence forth l would adviſe you ne- 
| ver to open your lips to me, for if you do it will be in 
vain: I ſhall be deaf to all your little, falſe, mean, trea- 
cherous, baſe inſinuations. I would have you know, Sir, 
| a woman injured as | am never can, nor ought, to forgive, 
I Never ſee my face gi. | [Exie. 
Kam. Huh! now would ſome lovers think th-mlelves 
very unhappy ; but I, who have had experience of the ſex, 


am never frightened at the frowns of a miſtreſs, nor ra- 


viſhed with her ſmiles; they both naturally ſucceed one 
mother; and a woman generally is as jure to perform wat 
| the threatens as ſhe is what ſhe promiſcs. But now I'll to 
| my lurking place. Im ſure this old rogue has money hid 
um the garden; if I can but diſcover it 1 ſhall handſomely 
quit allſcores with the old gentleman, and make my mal- 
I er a ſuſſicient return for the loſs of his miſtres. Exit. 


55 SCENE, another apartment. 
FaeDERICK, Drs WIS LV, anc MARIANA, 


* 


. Fed. No. Madam, I have no words to wpbraid you with, 
nor ſhall I attempt it. Tp 5 


Mrs. Wiſe. I think, Sir, a reſpect to your father ſhould 
keep you now within the rules of decency ; as for my 


I Gaughter, after what has happened I think ſhe cannot ex- 
| Pet it on any other account. 


Mar. Dear Mamma! don't be ſerious, when ] dare ſay 


| Mr. Frederick is in jeſt. 


Fred. This exceeds all you have done; to inſult the per- 
ſon you have made miſerable is mo. e cruel than having 


| May, Come, come, you may not be fo miſerable as you 
expect. I know the word Mother-in law has a terrible 


— -754 — — 
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ſound; but bade I may make a better than you imagine. 
Believe me you will ſee a change in thi honte winch will | 


not be diſagreeable to a man of Mr. Fred<r1ck's ga) temper, 
Fred All changes to me are henceforth equ ual. When 


Fortune robbed me of you ſhe made her utmoſt ener; 1 


now deſpiſe all in her power. 
Mrs. Wife. 1 muſt inſiſt, Sir, on your behaving in a dif- 
ferent manner to my daughter: the W. i'd 15 apt to be cen- 


ſorious. Oh Heavens ! I ſhudder at the apprehention of 


having a reflection caſt on my family, which has hitherto 
paſſed unblemiſted. 


Fred. 1 ſhall take care, Madam, to ſhun any poſſibilit i 


of giving you ſuch a fear, for from this night I never w 
beboid thoſe dear thoſe ſatal eyes again. 


Mar. Nay, that I an ſure will caſt a reflection on me: 
what a perſon will the world think me to be when you | 


* could not live with me ? 

Feed. Live with you! oh Mariana! thoſe words bring 
& back a thouſand tender ideas to my mind. Oh, had that 

deen my bleſſed fortune 


Mrs Wiſe **Let me beg, Sir, you would keep a greater 1 
% diftance, The young fellows of this age are ſo rampant, | , 


that even degrees of kindred cannot Teſtrain them.” 


Fred. There are yet no ſuch degrees between us—Oh 


Mariana ! while it is in your power, while the irrevocable 


wax remains unſtamped, conſider, and do not ſeal my ruin. | 
Mrs Wiſe. Come with me, daughter ; z you ſhall pet ſtay | 


a moment longer with him—A rude fellow)! 


[ Exeunt Mrs. Wiſely and Mariana. | | 


Enter RAuiLIx. 
Ram. Follow me, Sir, follow me this inſtant. 
Fred. Whar's the matter 2 


Ram Follow me, Sir; we are in the right box; the bu 1 


ſineſs is done. 
Fred. What dne? 
Ran. I have it under my arm, Sir—here | it is ! 
Fred. Wnat? what? 
Ram. Your father's ſoul, Sir, his money 
Sir, this moment, before we zre overtaken. 


Fred. Ha! this may preſerve me yet. "Exeunt. 


Enter Lov=60LD in the utm';[! di traction. 


Love. Thieves ! thieves! aſſaſſinatlon! murder !lamun* | 


done ! all my money is gone ! who is the thief : where 15 


Fo! low me, | 


1” : | 
is 


ö 


1. GAA 


| the villain ? where ſhall I find him? Give me my money 


in, villain. [Catching himſelf by the arm. Nam diſtracted ! 
| know not where I am, nor what I am, not what I do, 


Ch, my money, my money! Ha! what ſay you? Alack- 
a day! here is no one. The vill-in muſt have watched 


his time careſulle; he muſt have done ie while I was 


| ſigning that damn'd contract. Iwill go to a juſtice, and 


| 


have all my honſe put to their oaths, my ſervants, my 


children, my mi reſs and myſelf too; all the people in the 
| houle, and in the ſtreet, and in the Town, Iwill have 
them all executed; I will hang all the world, and ff 1 


don't find my money Iwill hang myſelf afterwards. 


— — 
— 


r 
Sc kx, te Hall. 
« Several Servants, 


* T "7 ns 6. ] AMES. : 
„ L HERE will be rare doings now; Madam's an ex- 
* cellent woman faith! things won't go as they have 
done; ſhe has ordered ſomething like a ſupper ; here 
_ «ill be victuals enough for the whole Town. , 
Thomas. She's a ſweet-humoured lady, I can tell you 
(that; I have had a very good place on't with her. You 
„will have no more ule ſor locks and keys in this houſe 
„now. 


Jane:. This is the lyckieſt day I ever ſaw : as ſoon 


* as ſupper is over I will get drunk to her good health, 
L am reſolved, and that's more than ever I could have 
Fo 7 *_ ˙ ² A 8 DAE oo 
| Thomas Lou ſha'n't want liquor, for here are ten hog- 
heads of ſtrong beer coming in. „ 


James. Bleſs her heart, ood lady! I wiſh ſhe had a 
« better bridegroom. CE re dog . 
 * Thomas. Ah, never mind that, he has a good purſe ; 
and for other things let her alone, Mr. James. 

_ * Wheed. Thomas, you muſt go to Mr. Mixture's the 
vine merchant, and -rder him to ſend in twelve dozen 


Lof his beſt Champaigne, twelve dozen of Burgundy, and 
_ © twelve dozen of Hermitage; and you muſt call at the 


* wax chandler's, and bid him fend in a cheſt of candles 
* and at Lambert's the conſectioner in Pallmall, and or- 


der the fineſt deſſert they can ſorniſi: and you, Will, 


— — _— . 
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© muſt 90 to Mr. Gray's the horſe jockey, and order bin 
to buy my lady three of the fineſt geldings for her coach 
to morrow morning; and here, you mult take this roll 


and invite all the people in it to ſupper ; then you = 1 
„go to the playhoule in Drury-Lane, and engage all the 


„ muſick, for my lady intends to have a ball. 

James. « Oh, brave Mrs Wheedle! here are fine times! 

IWheed. ** My lady deſires that ſupper may be kept back 
as much as poſſible; and if you can thiuk vf any thing 
to add to it ſhe defires you would. 

Janes * She is the beſt of Jadics. 


heed. .So you will ſay when you know her better; ſhe. 


© hasthonght ofnothingever ſince matters have been made 


up between her and your maſter but how to lay out as 


much money as ſhe could We ſhall have all rare places, 
1 — 2, I thought to have given warning to-morrow 

* morning, but I believe 1 ſhall not be in halle now. 
heed. See what it is to have a woman at the head of 

_ © the houſe ! but here ſhe comes. Go you into the kitchen 

s and fee that all things be in the niceſt order. 

| Fames. I am ready to leap out of my ſkin for joy. 

Enter Mariana, FurxiIsn, and Mrs, Wi1sSELY. 


: Mar. Wheedle, have you diſpatched the ſervants ace 


te cordinz to my orders? 

need. Yes Madam * 

Har. You will take care, Mr. Furniſh, * let! me have 
thoſe two beds with the otmoſl expedition. 


Fur niſſi. 1 thall take a particular care, Madam; 1 hall 


put them both in hand to-morrow morning; „1 (hall put 
« off fome work, Madam, on that account. 


Mar. ** That tapeſtry in the dining-room does not at 


all pleaſe me. 


Furr:ifh, ** Your Ladyfaip 1 is very A in the right, 
« Madam; it is quite out of faſhion ; no one hangs a room 


e now with rapeſtry. 


Mar Ohl have the orcateſi ſondneſs ſor tape ry i inthe 


world! you muſt poſitively get me lone of a newer 
* pattern. 


Ye 


Furniſh Truly, Madam, as yon ſay, t apeſlry is one of 


the prettieſt ſorts of furniture for aroom that I know of, 
&« I believe I can ſhew you fome that will pleaſe you.” 


Ars. life. I proteſt, child, I cann't ſce any realon for 8 


this alte Tat! 10N, 


— * 
* 


Mar. Dear mamma ! let me have my will. There is not 
any one thing in the whole houle that I ſhall be able to 
leave in it, every thing has ſo much of antiquity about it, 
| and I cannot endure the ſight of any thing that is not per- 
1 fectly modern. 

1 Furniſh: Your Ladyſhip i is in the right, Madam z there is 
| no poſſibility of bein * the faſhion without new fur- 
- niſhing a houſe at leaſt once in twenty years; and indeed 
| to be at the very top of the faſhion you will have need of 
| almoſt continual alterations. 

Mrs. Wiſe, That is an extravagance I would never ſub- 
mit to: I have no notion of deſtroying one's goods before 
they are half worn our, by following the ridiculous whims 
of two or three people of quality. 

Furniſh, Ha! ha! Madam, I believe her Ladyſhip i is of 
a different opinion—l have many a ſet of goods entirely 
whole that I would be very -loth to put into your hands, 

Enter SATTIN and SPARKLE. 

Mar. Oh Mr. Sattin! have you brought thoſe gold it uſ's 

I ordered you? 


Sat. Yes Madam, I have brought your Ladyſhip ſome 
| of the neſt patterns that were ever made. ; 
Mar. Well, Mr. Sparkle, have you the necklace and 

earrings with you? . 
| Sparkle, Yes, Madam, and I defy any Fin in Tow n 
to ſhew you their equals; they are, I think, the fineſt wa- 

I ͤ terleverſaw; they are hner than the Dutcheſs of Glitter's 
which have been o much adinired: I have brought you a 


| ſolitaire too Madam; my One Raifle bought the fellow 


IJ of it yeſterday. 


Mar. Sure it has a flaw in it, Sir. | 

Sparkle. Has it, Madam ? then there never Was 2 1 

I lant without one: Iam ſure, Madam, I bought it for a 
| good ſtone, and if it be not a good tone you ſnall have it 
for . 

1 Enter Lovrcorn. 

love. It's loft, it's gone, it's irrecoverable ; ; I ſhall ne. 

ver ſce it more! 


Mar. And what will be the loweſt pr ice of the neck]. ce 
| and earrings? 


Sparkle, If you were my fer Madain, I could not bete 
vou one farthing 7 of three thoufand guineas ? 
F 


Love. What do you lay of three hound ines vii 
have you my three thouſand guineas? 
Iirs. Wiſe. Bleſs me, Mr. Lovegold! what 's the matter? 
Love. I am undone ! I am ruined! my money is ſtolen! 
my dear three thouſand guineas that I received but yel- 
terday are taken away from the place I had put them i in, 
and I ſhall never ſee them again! 

Mar. Don't let them make you uneaſy, ou may poſſi- 
bly recover them, or if youſhouldnot, the loſs is but a trifle. 

Lye, How ! atrifle : do you call three thouſand guineas 
a trifle? 

Ars. Wife. She foes you ſo diſturbed that ſhe is willing to 
make as light of your loſs as poſſible i iy order to comfort 
you, 


three thouſand guineas a trifle ? But tell me, what were 
you. ſaying of them? have you {cen them? 


Sparkle. Really, Sir, I do not underſtand you; I was tel- | 
ling the lady the price of anecklace anda pair of rin 4 


which were as cheap at three thouſand Seinen 28 

. Love, How | what? what? 

Aar. 1.cann't think them very cheap; however, 1 am 
reſolved to have them; fo let him have the ory, Sir, 
if you pleaſe. 

Love. I am in a dream! 


— 


Mar. You willbe paid immediately, Sir. Well, Mr. Sat- | 
tin, and pray what is the hizheſtpriced gold ſtutf you have | 


brought? 
Sat. Madam, I bans one of twelve pounds a-yard. 
Mar. It muſt be pretty at that price 3 ; let me have a 
gon and petticoat cut oft. 
| Love. You ſhall cut off my head firſt. What are you 
doing? are you mad? _ 
Mar. I am only pr cparing a proper dreſs to appear i in 
as your wife. 
Love. Sirrah, offer to open any of your pocket trin- 
kets here, and I'll make an example of you; 
Mar. Mr. Lovegold, give me leave to tell you this is a 
behaviour I don't underſtand: you give me a fine pattern 
before marriage of the uſage Iam to expect after it. 


ove, Here are fine patterns of what 1 am to expect af. | 


ter i* ! 


Mar, I aſſure you, S'r, I ſhall inſiſt on all the privileges | 


Lure. To comfort me! can ſhe comfort me by calling . 


8 


ret 
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| of an Engliſh wife: I fhall not be taught to dreſs by my 
huſband; I am myſelf the beſt judge of what you can af- 
} ford; ard if 1 do ſtretch your purſe a little it is for you?” 
| honour, Sir: the World will know it is your wife that 

makes ſuch a figure. ed 
| Lyve. Can you bear to hear this, Madam? ; 

Mr: ie. I ſhould not countenance my daughter in any | 
extrava ance, Sir; „but the honour of my family as well 
| as your's is concerned in her appearing handſomely. Let 
| eme tell you, Mr. Lovegold, the whole world is very ſen- 
1 * ſible of your fondneſs tor money; I think it a very great 
*blefling to you that you have met with a woman of a 
„different temper, one who will preſerve your reputation 
„in the world whether you will or no: not that IL would 
L inſinuate to you that my daughter will ever” Se will. 
] ever run you into unneceſſary expenſes ; fo far from it, 
| "that if you will but generouſly make her a preſent of five 

thouſand pounds to fit herſelf out at firſt in clothes andjew- 

| els, I dare {wear you will not have any other demand on 
. | thoſe accounts—l dont know when, | 
Mar. No, unleſs a birthnight ſuit or two, I ſhall ſcarce - 
| want any thing more this ewelvemonth n. 
| Love. I am undone, plundered, mirdered ! however, 

{| there is one confort, I am rot married yer. | 
aur. And free to chuſe whether you will narry at all | 
or no. Wi 1 
f. iViſe. The conſequence you know, will te no more | 
than a poor ten thouſand pounds, which is all the forfei- 
| ture of the breach of contract, | he 

Love. But, Madam, I have one way yet: I have not 
| bound my heirs and executors, and fo if 1 hang myſelf 1 
am off the bargain— Inu the mean while I'll try it 1 cannot 
rid my houſe cf this neſt of thieves Get cut of my doots- 
you cutpurſes. | | 

Sparkle. Pay me for my jewels, Sir, or return em nis. 
| Love. Give him his baubles, give them tim. 

Ar. I ſhall not I aſſure you. You need be under no 
_ apprehenſion, Sir; you ſee Mr. Lovegold is a little diſor- 

dered at preſent, but if you will come to morro * you all 
1 have your money. | | 

' Sparkle. Vil depend on your Ladyſhip, Madam. 
Lede. Who the devil are you? what have you to do herc. 

Furniſſi. J am an vpholiterer, Sir, and am come to new 
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tur niſli your houle. 
Love. Out of my doors this inſtant, or I will autem 


your head for yon ; I'll bege out your brains. 
Mrs. Wife. Sure, Sir, you are mad. 


Love. | was when | tigned the contract, Oh that 1 ta | 


ne ver learnt to write my name! 
Enter CHARLES inan C. 
Bub. « Your moſt obedient lervant, Madam. 


Bub. Sir, my name is Charles Bubbleboy. 
Lore. What's your buſineſs? 


** ſand hands I could keep them all employed. I have 
++ brought you a pair of the new-invented {nutfers too, 
©: Madam: be pleaſed to look at them; they are my own 


Love. * Who the devil ſent for your sir? 
Mar. I ſent for him, Sir. 
Bub. © Yes, Sir, I was told it was a lady ſent ths me. 


„rings firſt? 


Bub. Sir! 


© break y ur ſnuff boxes and your bones too. 
© moſt obedient ſervant.” [ Exit. 


world by this behaviour, 


reſuſed fo much better offers on your account? 


toever. 
Mrs, WW fe. It is too late _ the prutlemen have had 


Lede. Who are you, Sir? what do you want here? | 


Hub. © Sir, I was ordered to bring ſome fauff boxes and | 
+ rings. Will you pleaſe, Sir, to look at that ſnuff box? 
* there is but one perton in England, Sir, can wor k in this . 
manner: if he was but as diligent as he is able he would 
e vet an immenſe ettate, Sir: if he had an hundred thou- | 


invention; the niceſt lady in the world may mae nle | 
of them. t 


= Will you pleale, Madam, to look at the ſnuſf boxes or 


Love. Will vou pleaſe to £0 10 the devi, Sir, firſt, or 
0 ſhall I ſend you? 


12 Secrer 22 = 


Lobe. Get you out of my houſe this a ar or I'll. 


Bub. Sir, 1 was ſent for, or I ſhould not have come. 
Charles Bubbleboy does not want cuſtom. Madam, your 


Mar. I ſuppoſe, Sir, you expect to be finely ſpoken of 
abroad for this ; you will get an OY character i in the 


Ars. Wiſe. Is this your gratitude to a woman who bas | 


Lowe. Oli would ſhe had taken thein ! Give me up my | 
contract, and I will gladly refign all right and title what- 
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their anfwers; a good offer once refuſed is not to be had 
again. 
Enter Servant. 
Serv. Madam, the tailor whom your Ladythip ſent for 


is come. 


Mar. Bid him come in. This is an inſtance of rhe re- 
gard [ bave for. you. Fhave tent {ur one of the belt tailors 
in town to rke you a new ſhit of clothes, that vou may 
appear like a gentleman z for as it is for your honour that 
I ſhould be well dreſſed, fo it is for mine that you ſhould. 
Come, Madam, we will go in and give farther orders con- 
cerning the eutertainme nt. 

[ Exeunt Mrs. li3/ely and Marianas a 
Enter List. | 
Love Oh Lappet, Lappet ! the time thou haſt 2 


| tied of is come to pals. 


Lift. I am your Honour's ot humble ſervant. M y name 
is Liſt: I preſume 1 am the perſon you ent for le lace- 


man will be here immediately Will your Honour be plea— 


{cd to be taken meaſure of firſt,” or look over the patterns? 
H you pleaſe we will take mealure firſt. I do not know, 

Sir, who was fv kind as to recommend me to you, but 
believe 1 ſhall give you entire tatisfaction. Im del 
any tailor in England to underſtand the faſhion berter than 
myſelf z the thing is impoſſible, Sir. I always vitt Franc 


twice-a-vear; and though L tay Kt," that frould not fay it 


land upriglit if yon pleaſe, Sir 
Love. I'll take mæaſure of your back, trrah Fil teach 
ſuch pickpockets as you are to come here——Out of ny 
d2ors, you villain. | | 
Lift. Heyday Sir! did you fond for me for this, Sir — 
I ſhall bring yoa in a bill without any clothes. (Lait. 
| Euter JANzS aud PORTER. 
Love. “ Where are you going? what -have you there 2 2 
James. * Some fine wine, Sirpthat my ly ſent for to 
« Mr, Mixture's—But, Sir, it will be impoſlible for we 
© to get (ſupper ready by twelve, as it is ordered, unleſs I 
have more afliſtants. I want half-a-dozen kitchens too. 


The very wildfow! that my lady has ent for will take 2 


up a dozen ſpits. 
Lese. « Ou! oh! it is vain to oppoſe it: her extrava- 
* is like a violent fire, that is no fooner ſtopped in 

one Place than it breaks out, in another, — {Drums beat ; 


F 3 


'* wwithout.] Ha what's the meaning of this? is my houſe 
** beſieged? would they would ſet it on fire and burn all in 
* 

Drum. without.) * Heavens bleſs your Honour! *Squire 
* Lovegold, Madam Lovegold, long life and ha pineſs, 


© and many children attend you —and fo God fave the 


king [Drums beat. 


” ( Lovegold : goes out, and ſoon after the drums ceaſe, . 
James. So he has quiered the drums I find This is 


* the roguery of ſome well wiſhing neighbours of his. 
„Well, we ſhail ſoon ſee which will get the better, my 
e maſter or my miſtreſs: if my maſter does away go 1; 
it my miſtrels, Vi! ſtay while there is any houlekeeping, 
A which cann't be long; for the riches of my Lord M or 
N will never hold it out at this rate. | 

Enter LoveGOLD. 


Lore. James! I ſhall be deſtroyed; in one week I ſhall | 


not be worth a groat upon earth. Go, ſend all the pro- 


** viſions back to the tradeſmen, put out all the fires, * 


not ſo much as a candle burning. 


James. Sir, I don't know how to do ĩt; Madam com- 


e manded me. and I dare not diſobey her. 
Love. How not when I command thee ! 


James. have loſt ſeveral places, Sir, by obeying 3 1 


© waſter againſt the miſtreſs, but never loſt one b obey- 
(ling the miſtreſs againſt the maſter. Beſides, Sir, ſhe is 
ſo good and generous a lady, thatit would go againſt my 
very heart to offend her. 
Love. ** The devil take her generoſity ! 


ames. * And I don't believe ſhe has provided « one mor- 


el more than will be eat: why, Sir, the has invited above 
as ane hundred people to ſupper: within this hour your 


houſe will be as full as Weſtminſter-hall the laſt day of 


44 e have no time to loſe. 
„ Oh! oh! what fall I do?? 
| Enter LAPPET. 


Lap. Where is my poor maſter ? Oh, Sir, 1 cannot ex- | 


preſs the affiRtion I am in to ſee you devoured in this man- 
ner. How could you, Sir, when I told you what a woman 
he was, how could you undo yourſelf with your eyes open? 


Love. Poor Lappet ! had [ taken your advice I had 


becn happy. 
Lap. And J too, Sir; for eee : Lam as miſera- 


\ 
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able as you are; I feel every thing for you, Sir; indeed! 
all break my heart upon your account, 
Love, I ſhall be much obliged to you it y. u do, Lappet. 
Lap. How could a man of your _ Sir, marry in 10 


precipitate a manner : : 


Lore. I am not married; I am not married. 

Lap. Not unuricd ! 

Loe. No, no, no. : 5 

Lap. All's ſafe vet. No man is quite undone till he is 
married. %% | | 

Love, Lam, I am undone. Oh Lappet! I cannot tell 


| it thce. 1 have given ber a bond, a bond, a bend, of ten 
1] thouſand pounds to marry her! 


Lap. You ſhall forfeit it, 
Le. Forfeit what? my "es and foul, and blood and 


heart! 


Lap. You ſhall bn it „ 
Lore I'll be buried alive ſooner: no, lam determined 


I'll marry her fir it, and hang n me 1625 ward to ſave my 
money, 


Lap. [ ſee, Sir, you are undor Cc; and if you would bang 5 


_ yourſelf I could not blame you. 


Lowe. Could 1 but ſave but one thoutand by it 1 old 
hang myſeif with all my foul. Sball 1 live to die not wort ii 
a groat ? | 

Lap. Oh, my poor maſter! m 7 poor maſter! [ Crying. 

Love. Why did I not die a-year ago ! what a deal had 
l ſaved by dying a year ago! LA ne withyut,) Oh! oh! 


dear Lappet © lee what it is; 1 mall be unconz in an hour 


——Oh! * 
Enter Cuanrwout richly dreſſed 


Loe. What is here? —ſome ot the people who are to 
eat me up ? 


(ler. Don't you know me, Sir ? 


Lore. Know you! ha! what is the meaning of this "ny 
I On, it is plain, it is too plain 3 my money hes paid for all 
| this finery. Ah baſe wretch ! could I have ſaſpecte d an 


of ſich an action, of lurking in my houſe to ule me in uch 
2 manrer ? | 


Cler. Sir, I am come to conſcis the fact to you; and if 
Jou will but give me leave to reaſon with you, you will. 
not find yourſelf ſo much injured as you imagine. 


Love, Not injured, when you have ſtolen away my blood? 
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| Cler. Your blood is not fallen into bad hands; 1 am 2 


gentleman, Sir. 
Love. Here's impudence ! a fellow-robs me, and tells me 
he is a gentleman--- Tell me who tetupted you Þ to it. 
Cler. Ah Sir! need! love. 
Love. Love! 
Cler. Yes, love, Sir. 
Love. Very pretty love indeed! the love of my guiness. 


Cler, “ Ah Sir, think not fo. Do but grant me the frees. | 


« poſleſlion of what 1 have, and by heaven Ii never aſk 
you more. 


Love. Oh, moſt unequalled impudence ! was ever ſo 


4+ modeſt a requelt ! 


Cler * All your efforts to ſeparate us will be vain z we 


have ſworn never ro forlake each other, and nothing 
but death can part us. 


Lode. I don't queſtion, Sir, the very great 2 Gion 1 
your ſide; but 1 believe [ ſhall find methods to recover-- | 


Cler. By Heavens, 1'1l die in defending my right! and 


if that were the caſe, think not when I am gone you ever | 
could poſſeſs what you have robbed me of. = 5 


Love. Ha! that's true; he may find ways to prevent the 
reſtoring it. Well, well; let me delight my eyes at leaſt; 


let me fee my treaſure, and perhaps L may give it you, 


perhaps 1 may. 
cler. Then am bleit! Well may you ay treaſure, 
&« for to poſſeks that trealure is to be rich indeed. 
Love. Yes, truly I think three thouſand pounds may 


well be called a treaſure - Go, go, fetch it hither; per- 


_ *© haps I may give it you------ſetch i it hither.“ 

| Cler. To ſhew you, Sir, the confidence | place in you, 
I ̃will fetch hither all that L love and adore. © { Exits 
Love. Sure never was fo impudent a fellow! to confels 


his robbery before my face, and deſire to ry. what he | 


his ſtolen as if he had a right to it. 
Enter LareeEr. 
A Oh Lappet ! what's the matter? 


| Lap. Oh Sir! I am ſcarce able to tell you, It is ſpread | 


about the Town that you are married, and your wife'scre- 
ditors are coming in whole flocks. There is one ſingle 


debt for ſive thouſand e which an E s 


without to demand. 
Love. Oh! oh! oh! let them cut my throat. 


".- 
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Lap. Think what an eſcape you have had! think if you 


| had married her—— 


Lie. I am as bad as married to her. 
Lap It is impoſlible, Sir z nothing can be fo bad: what, 
you are to pay her ten thouſand pounds — Well—and ten 


thouſand pounds are a ſum ; they are a ſum, I own it. 


they are a ſum; but what is ſuch a ſum compared with 


ſuch a wife? had you married her, in one week you would 


have been in priſon, Sir — | 


n 


Lore. If Lam I can keep my money; they cann't take 


that from me. | | 1 ERTT LI 

Lap. Why, Sir, you will loſe twice the value of your 
ei contract before you know how to turn yourſelf; and if 
« you have no value for liberty, yet conſider, Sir, ſuch is 


the great goodneſs of our laws, that a priſon is one of 


the deareſt places you can live in. 11721 
Love. Ten thouſand pounds !—No-—I'l be hanged, 


F 3 3 FP 
Lap. Suppoſe, Sir, it were poſſible, (not that I believe 


it is) but ſuppaſe it were poſſible to make her abate a little; 


ſuppoſe one could bring her to eight thouland-—=- _ 


Love. Eight thouſand devils take heyw—— r > 
| Lap. But, dear Sir! conſider, nay, conſider immedi- 
ately, for every minute you loſe you loſe a ſum- Let 
me beg you, entreat you, my dear good maſter! let me 
prevail on you, not to be ruined, Be reſolute, Sir; conſider 
every guinea you give faves you a ſcoree. 

Love. Well, if ſhe will content to, to, to, eight hundred 


But try, do try, if you can make her 'bate any thing of 


that if you can---you ſhall have a twentieth part of what 
the bates for yourſelf. F 8 
Lap. Why, Sir, if I could get you off at eight thou - 


1 and you ought to leap out of your Kin for joy. 


Love, Would I were out of my ſkin- | „ 
Lap. You will have more reaſoi to wiſh ſo when you 


| re in the hands of bailiſts for your wile's debts--- ; 
Love. Why was [| begotten! why was L born! why was 


I brought up! why was I not knocked o'th head before 


1 knew the value of money 5 5 
Lap. knocking without.] So, fo, more duns I ſuppoſe 


Go but into the kitchen, Sir, or the hall, and it will have 


⁊ better effect on you than all I can ſay. 


Love. What have I brought myſelf to! What ſhall Ido! 


— 


a penny. | OO | 1 
"Mar. And have you acquainted neither Frederick nor | 
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Part with eight thouſand pounds miſery, deſtruction, 


beggary, priſons! But then on the other ſide are wife, ruin, | 


chains, ſlavery, torment ! I ſhall run diftractedeither way! 
| Exit. 


Lap. Ahl would we could once prove you fo, you old | 


covetous good- for- nothing. Ha 
Ente, MARIAN A. 

Aar. Well, what ſucceſs? Lo 
Lap. It is impoſſible to tell; he is juſt gone into the 
kitchen, where if he is not frightene 


of loſing all he is worth will ſcarce bring him to part with 


Harriet with my intentions? _ DE. 7 
Lap Neither I affire you. Ah Madam, had I not been 


able to have kept a ſecret I had never brought about thoſe 
_ affairs that I have: were I not ſecret, Lud have mercy 
upon many a virtuous woman's reputation in this Town. | 
Mar. And don't you think I have kept my real inten- 
// CC IRE 
Lap. From every one but me I believe you have :I af- 


ſure you 1 knew them long before you ent for me this af- 
ternoon to diſcover them to me. | | 1 a 


Mar. But could you bring him to no terms, no propo- 1 
ſals ? did he make no offer? SL 
Lap. It muſt be done all at ence, and while you are by. 


Mar. So you think he muſt ſee me, to give any thing 
to be rid of me. 2 


Ig. Huſh, huſh! J hear him coming again. | 


Enter LOVEGOLD. 


devoured ! I have an army of cooks in my houſe. 


Lap. Dear Madam! conſider ; 1 know eight thouſand | 
1 pounds are a trifle ; I know they are nothing; my maſter }. 
can very well afford them; they will make no hole in his 
purſe ;z and if you ſhould ſtand out you will get more. 
| Lowe. putting his hand before Lappet's mouth.) You lie, 
you lie, you lie, you lie, you lie: ſhe never could get more, 


never thould get more; it is more than I am worth; it is 
an immente ſum; and 1 will be ſtarved, drowned, fit, 
hanged, burnt, before I part with a penny of it. 


into our deſign I | 
ſhall begin to deſpair, They ſay fear will make a coward 
brave, but nothing can make him generous ; the very fear | 


Sow 
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2 * For Heaven's ſake, Sir, you will ruin all-------Ma- 


| dam, let me beg you, entreat you, to *bate theſe two thous 
and pounds. Suppoſe a law ſuit ſhould be the conſequence, 
I know my maſter would be caſt ; I know it would coſt 
him an immenſe ſum of money, and that he would pay the 
charges of both in the end; but you might be kept out of 


| ita long time. Eight thouſand pounds noware better than 


ten five years hence. 

Mar. No; the ſatisſaction of my revenge on a man who 
| baſely departs from his word will make me amends for 
the delay, and whatever 1 ſutfer, as long at I know his 


| ruin will be the conſequence, [I ſhall be ealy. 


Love. Oh, bloody-minded wretch ! | 
lap. Why, fir, ſince te inſiſts on it what does it 6 | 
nify? You know you are in her power, and it will be only 


{| throwing away more money to be compelled to it at laſt: 


t rid of her at once: what are two thouſand pounds? 
why, Sir, the Court of — will eat it up for a break- 
falk: it has been given for a miſtreſs, and will Jou not give 


it to be rid of a wife? [ey whiſper. | 
| © Enter Thomas and Jaws. items, and Lap. talk apart. 
Tuo.“ Madam, the muſick are come which your Lady- 
| *ſhiy ordered, and moſt of the company will be here im- 
0] « mediately. 


Fames. ** Where will your 8 be pleaſed * ar- | 


_ | & vants ſhall eat, for there is no room in the houſe that 
| © will be large enoug li to entertain 'em? 


Mar. Then beat down the partition, ard turn two 


| © rooms into one. 


James. There is no ſervice inthe houſe proper for the 
* deſſert, Madam. 


Mar. * Send immediately to the great china ſhop i in the | 


Strand for the fineſt that is there.” 


| Le, How! and will you ſwcar a robbery againſt he? 
| that ſhe robbed me of what 1 ſhall give her? 
| Lap. Depend on it, Sir. 


Lore. Vil break open a bureau to make i it look the more 


likely, 


Lap. Do ſo, Sir; but lole no time 3 give! it her this mo- 
ment. Madam, my maſter has conſented, and if you have 
the contract ke is ready to pay the n one y Be ſure to break 
open the bureau, Sir. | [ Aſide. 
Mar. Here is the contra. 
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Love, I'll fetch the money z it is al i. am worth in * 
world. | 4 [Exit, 
Mar. Sure he will never bee to it yet. 


Lap. I warrant him: but you are to pay dearer for it 
khan you imagine, for I am to ſwear a robbery againſt you, 
What will you give me, Madam, to buy off my evidence? ?! 
Mar. And is it polſible that the old rogue would con- | 


ſeut to ſuch a villainy ? 


Lap. Ay, Madam; for half that ſum he would hang half | 
the = 2-4 But truly 1 can never be made amends for all 
the pains I have taken on your account. Were 1 to receive 


a ſinp Y guinea a lie-for every one I have told this day it 
would make me a pretty tolerable fortune. Ah Madam, 


Enter LovEG OLD. 


Dans Here, kere they are---all in e Aye the | 


it is that a woman of my excellent talents | - 
ſnould be confined to fo low 2 ſphere of life as I am! had } 7 
1 been: born a great lady what a deal of Sood ſhould [ 1 
erg done in the world : 9. 


money I am worth in the world---(I have ſent for a con- 1 


ſtable 3 ſhe muſt not go out of (1. Sht before we have her 
taken in cuſtody.) [Aſide to Lappet. 
lap. To Livegold.) You have Jone very wiſely. 


Mar. There, Sir, is your contract. And now, Sir, 1 F | np 
have nothing to do but to make myſelf as ealy as I can in 


my loſs. 
Enter FxrDrRicx, CLERIMONT, and Hanmer, 


Love. Where is that you promiſed: me? where 1s s my 
treaſure? | 


Cler. Here, Sir, is all the treaſure l am worth; a trea- ] 


ſure which the whole world's worth ſhould nor purchaſe 
Leve. Give me the money, Sir, give me the money z 
fay give ...e the money you ſtole from me. 
Cler. 1 underſtand you nor. ; 7 


Lee. Did you not confeſʒ you robbed me of my qreafure? 
Cler. This, Sir, is the ine ſtimable treaſure I meant! 
Your daughter, Sir, has this day bleſt me by making me 
her huſband. 
Love. How! oh, wieked vile wretch! to run away/thus 
With a pitiful mean fellow, thy father's clerk ! 
Cler. Think not your family diſgraced, Sir: I am at leaſt 


your equal born; and though my fortune be not ſo large, 
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23 for my deareſt Harriers ſake 1 wiſh, ſtill it is ſueh'as | 


Will put it out of your power to make us miſerable. 


Love. Oh! my money, my money, my money !' 
Fred. If this lady does not make you amends for the loſs 
of your money, reſign over all pretenſions in her to me, 

and I will engage to get it reſtored to you. 


lde. How, firrah? are you conſederate? have you help- | 
ed to rob me? 


Fred. Softly, Sir, or you ſhall never ſee your guineas again. 
Love. I reſign her over to you entirely, and may you 


| both ſiarve together! fo go fetch my gold 
Mar. You are eaſily prevailed upon, I ſee, to refign u 


= 


right which you have not. But were I to reſign over my- 


1 Felf, it would hardly be the man's fortune to ſtarve whole 
| wife brought him ten thouſand pounds. | 


Love. Bear witneſs ſhe has confefſed ſhe has the money, 


74 and 1] ſhall prove ſhe ſtole it from me. She has broke open 
| my burean; Lappet is my evidence. 


Lap. I hope 1 ſhall have all your pardons, and particu- 


{ larly your's, Madam, whom L have moſt injared. 


Love. A fig for her pardon! you are doing a right action. 
Lap. Then if there was any robbery. you muſt have rob- 


| bed yourſelf. This lady can only be a receiver of Rolen 


goods, for I ſaw you give her the money with your own 


N hands. 


} © has of itſelf beſtowed that on me.“ 


| Love. Give 'em me, give em me, this inſtant-—but then 
| fie ten thouſand, where are they 2 


Love. How ! I! you hat! what! 


- 
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Lap. And I muſt own it, with ſhame I muſt qdbn it 
that the money you gave her in exchange for the cortract 
{ Ipromiſed to ſwear 


he had ſtolen from you. 
cler. Is it poſſible Mr. Lovegold could be capable of 


ſuch an action as this? „ | 
Zone, I am undone, undone, undone ! . 
Fred. No, Sir, your three thouſand guineas are ſafe yet; 


depend upon it within an hour you ſhall find them in the 


I me place they were fir it depoſited. © I thought to have 


* purchaſed a reprieve with them, but 1 find my fortune 


Hay. Where they ought to be, in the hands of one whe 
Tthink deſerves them. [Gives them to Frederic ] You ſec, 
, Thad no defign to the prejudice of your family : nay, 
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L have proved the beſt ſriend you ever had; for I preſume 


you are now thoroughly cured of your longing for a young 
Wife. 8 | N 
Love. Sirrah ! give me my notes, give me my notes. 


Fred. You muſt excuſe me, Sir; I can part with nothing | 
I receive from this lady. 1 5 


Lode. Then Iwill go to law with that lady and you, 


and all of you; for 1 will have them again if law or jw | 
_ tice, or injuſtice, will give them me. 1 
 Cler. Be pacified, Sir; I think the lady has acted nobly | 
in giving that back again into your family which ſhe might | 


have carried out of it. 
Love My family be hanged! if I am robbed I don't 


care whorobs me. I would as ſoon hang my ſon as ano- 
ther---and I will hang him if he does not reſtore me all I 


have loſt; for I would not give half the ſum to ſave the 


Whole world------I will go and employ all the lawyers in 
Town; for I will have my money again or never ſleep 


Fred. I am reſolved we will get the better of him now: 


but oh Mariana! your generoſity is much greater inbeſtow- 


ing this ſum than my happineſs in receiving 1t: I aman 
unconſcionable beggar, and ſhall never be ſatisfied while 


you have any thing to beſtow. 


Mar. Do you hear him 


\ 


| Har. Yes, and begin to approve him for your late 
behaviour has convinced me 3 + 
Mar. Dear girl! no more , “you have frightened me al- 


ready ſo much to-day, that rather than venture a ſecond 


lecture L would do whatever you wiſhed: ſo, Sir,” if 1 


do beſlow all on you, here is the lady you are to thank forit. 


TY 


* „ ee 


Har. Well, this I will ſay, when you do a good-natured | 


thing you have the prettieſt way of doing it. And now, 
Mariana, I am ready to aſk your pardon for all 1 ſaid to- 


day 


ſerved. Ro | 
| Enter LAPPET and RAMILIE. 


Lap. Treaties are going on, on both ſides, while you | 


„and I ſeem forgotten. 


Ram. ** Why, have we not done them all the ſervice | 
© we can? what farther have they to do with us 2 Sin, 
there are ſome people in maſquerading habits without. * 


Mar. Dear Harriet! no apologies ; all you ſaid I de- 


hy. 


_ 
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ah. « Some I ſent for to aſſiſt in my deſign on your 


| «father: I think we will give them zamittance, though 


«we have done without em. 
All. ** Oh ! by all means. 
Fred. Mrs. Lappet, be alles I have a juſt ſenſe of 


u your ſavoury, and both you and Ramilie ſhall find my 
| « — 


Dance bore] 
Fred. Dear Clerimont ? be ſatisfied 1 ſhall dy no 
ace with the old gentleman in which you ſhall not be in- 


| | eluded. I hope my ſiſter will prove a fortune equal to your 
4 deſerts. 


cler. While 1 am enabled to ſupport her in aMrence 


| equal to her deſires I ſhall deſire no more. From what I 


have ſeen lately I think riches are rather to be feared than 
wiſhed ; at leaſt I am ſure avarice, which too often attends 


| wealth, is a greater evil than any that is found iu poverty. 


Miſery is generally the end of all vice, but it is the very 


mark at which avarice ſeems to aim: the Miſer endea- 
| yours to be wretched. _ | 


He hoards eternal cares withia his WEY 
And what he vine moſt, proves moſt his cur ſe. 
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Orr Author®s ſure bewitch'd! the ſenſeleſ' rogue 
Inſiſts no good play wants m Epilogue. 8 
Suppoſe that true, ſaid I, What's that to this ? | | 


Is yours a good one ?---No, but Moliere*'s is, 
He cry'd, and zounds ] no Epilogue was tack'd to his, 
Beſides, your modern Epilogues, ſaid he, 


Are but ragouts of ſmut and ribalury, 


Where the falſe jefts are dwindled to fo few 


 Thert's ſcarce one double entendre lefi that's new ; 


Nor would I in that lovely circle raiſe 


Due bluſh fo gain a Thuuſand coxcombs praiſe * 


Whoſe forelnoun rhyme 15 echo'd from the pit 


then for tue threadbare jnke of cit and wit, f 1 


Till of their laugh the galleries are bit, 


Then to reproach the criticks with ill-nature, 


And charge their malice to his ſtinging ſatire, 
And thence appealing to the nicer boxes, 


Tho” talking ſtuff might daſh the Drury dyxies : 


If theſe, he cry'd, the choice ingredients be, . 


For Epilogues they ſhall have none from me. 


Lord, Sir! ſays I, the galPry will ſo bawl ; 


Let em, he cry'd; a bad one's worſe than none at all. 


Madam, theſe things than you I'm more expert in, y 
Nor do I ſee no Epilogue much hurt in. [| 


Sounds en the play is ended---drop the curtain. 


THE END. 


